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DEDICATION. 



TO HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY, 

THE QUEEN DOWAGER. 

may it please your majesty, 

Madam, 

The high estimation in which 
Your Majesty is held by the people of this 
Nation for your many virtues, renders my 
gratitude most lively for your condescension 
in granting me permission to dedicate this 
volume to Your Majesty. 

The gracious assurance of Your Ma- 
jesty's august Patronage of this Translation 
from the copious and energetic German 
language, will undoubtedly secure general 
approbation of my effort to do justice to 
the truthfulness and simplicity of a narra- 
tive, — the greater part of which falls from 

a2 
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the lips of the wise, pious, and excellent, 
departed Monarch, Frederick William III., 
King of Pnissia. 

That the blessing of improved health 
may be vouchsafed to Your Majesty, is the 
dutiful, and sincere wish of the translator, — 
who rejoices at having the honour of thus 
publicly recording that hope, — and of sub- 
scribing himself, 

May it please your Majesty, 
Madam, 
Your Majesty's 
Most devoted and most humble Servant, 



JONATHAN BIRCH. 



PREFACE. 



That a Translation of the religious life 
and opinions of Frederick William III., late 
King of Prussia, as embodied in the vene- 
rable Bishop Eylert's Gharacteristic Traits 
of that Monarch, would be acceptable to the 
British public, was the conviction of my 
mind when perusing his interesting and ela- 
borate compilation of Facts : therefore have 
I selected therefrom, all that relates to that 
branch of the King's character; consti- 
tuting thereby, in small compass, an ini- 
portant historical work of the highest Au- 
thority — the present volume. 

I have gone to my labour most cordially; 
because, having resided many years in 
Prussia, — particularly those of 1806, 7, 
and 8, the Bishop's graphic and delight- 
ful descriptions — true to life — come home 
to me, — ^and the opinions I then formed 
of his Majesty ; so that, after a lapse of 36 
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years, I can think I see, as then, the bowed, 
but ever Great Monarch. 

Neither time, nor victories, appear to have 
altered him in voice, manner, dress, or gait ; 
for there he is, admirably portrayed by the 
good Bishop, — the kind, indomitable, deep- 
thinking Father of his People. 

Many a time, in those days, have I ob- 
served* His late Majesty pass to and fro 
the Linden avenue — his usual place of pro- 
menade — in his long, undress military coat, 
without attendant : calm, dignified, and 
sombre, — as one seriously communing with 
self, — to appearance not noticing, and cer- 
tainly not wishing to be noticed. 

The strength and elasticity of mind dis- 
played by the. King during those times of 
accumulated and undeserved misfortunes, 
which weighed so heavily on His Royal 
House and People, has ever been my ad- 
miration, and wonderment. 

I have felt another stimulus, powerfully 
urging me to the compilation of this 
volume, namely, — desire of introducing 
that illustrious Monarch to my country- 
men, in his character of a true Christian, 
and conscientious Church Reformer. 

* From the dwelling-house of the late honourable and respected 
merchant, John Argelander, of Memel,— - h most northern city in 
Prussia.— Tr. 
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The translation of religious opinions is at 
all times a matter of great delicacy, — ^more 
particularly so in this instance, coming, as 
they chiefly do, from the lips of royalty, in 
almost apostolic aphorisms. There is a con- 
ventionality in religious expressions, and ten- 
der shades of meaning attached to words, as 
well as to sentences, which to translate, re- 
quires a knowledge of the persons, and pecu- 
liar turn of mind, of the party represented, 
and the party representing ; — a divergence 
therefore from the exact barter-value of a 
term, or sentiment intended to be expressed 
by the sentence, might clothe wisdom in the 
garb of folly, or take from the Clergyman, 
or pious King his scriptural orthodoxy. 

My anxiety on the score of nicety of trans- 
lation, has been pleasingly relieved by the 
kind offer of a Prussian Clergyman, to solve 
any difficulties that might arise. I avail 
myself therefore of this opportunity, to offer 
to the Rev. A. Sydow, the estimable col- 
league of the venerable Bishop Eylert in 
theCourt-and-Garrison Church of Potsdam, 
my sincere thanks for the assistance his inti- 
mate knowledge of the Parties, and the two 
languages, has enabled him to render me. 

I have introduced the following " Re- 
ligious Life and Opinions of the King," by 
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some remarks made bj the Bishop on the 
first French Revolution, which naturalfy 
leading to Napoleon, and through him to the 
temporary prostrate state of the Prussian 
Monarchy, exhibits the immediate cause of 
the King's becoming so decidedly pious. 
The oppressions Prussia had to endure, 
lasted foil six years, during which the King's 
faith was established ; and he planned and 
carried out many sweeping improvements 
in the State, — and purposed a reformii^- 
union of the Lutheran and Calvinisdc 
Churches, which in 1817, October tSlst,* 
he brought to bear. But during that 
time, the King did not allow the Civil Re- 
formations to engross his attention ; he 
had his eye ever fixed on the military; 
and although he was not allowed by his 
oppressor more than a standing army of 
40,000 men, nevertheless he prepared for 
an interposition of Divine Providence by 
drawing in, exercising, and sending home 
again, many more recruits than were ne- 
cessary for contingencies: I am certain 
that that was the case with the Fusileer 



* That being the third centenary of the Keformation ; for on that 
day, namely, October 31, 1517, did Luther nail on the door of the 
Palace Church in Wittenberg — of which university he was a Doctor 
of Divmity^90 theses for diapotation.— T|t. 
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Battalion stationed in Memel, in 1810 
and 1811. The King was determined on 
the redemption of his country, and he 
knew how to prepare for, and await the 
appointed time. 

It may be stated without impugning 
the King's educational Christianity, that 
his conversion to the true spiritualities of 
the Christian Faith took place in the years 
1808 and 1809, in Konigsberg, through the 
frank preaching and conversations of the 
good Dr. Borowsky, of which the King 
gives so pleasing a description. See pages 
7 and 8, and 14 to 17. 

The genuineness and historical impor- 
tance of this portion of the King's charac- 
ter will be readily admitted, — ^the greater 
part being the King's own narrations, and 
aphorisms committed to paper almost im- 
mediately after utterance, — consequently as 
nearly as possible his actual words. 

I must here allude to a point, much 
dwelt on, and which the King had con- 
scientiously at heart : the very terms used 
having a tendency to stagger timorous 
Christians, — therefore requiring from me a 
few explanatory words, as to its real bear- 
ings in the King's mind. I mean ** Confes- 
sor and Special Confession;" — the King's 
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wish that the latter should supersede 
" general confession at the sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper," emanated from his 
own experience — he, having felt peculiar 
consolation and comfort from the honest 
outpourings of his heart and mind, not only 
to God, but to a Christian Clergyman : — he 
therefore believed, that comfort and con- 
solation, advice and admonition so derived, 
would be beneficial to the people at large in 
a still more essential degree, — inasmuch as 
thet/y living amongst their equals, would, 
from the exhortations and faithful counsel 
given by a minister of the Gospel, become 
better Christians and neighbours ; and many 
village discords and litigations be thereby 
avoided. Certainly the King had no inten- 
tion to make it a political engine. The 
word Confessor^ which is given as I found 
it — has no weightier meaning than the same 
title borne by the resident Clergyman at St. 
James's Palace, until 1833, who was styled 
*^ Confessor of His Majesty's Household." 
But his duties were and are, neither more 
nor less than those of every parish priest ; 
and amongst them are to be reckoned a 
readiness to attend, and to give counsel to 
the troubled in conscience, and to move the 
sick penitent to a special confession of his 
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sins.* — On the decease of the Reverend Dr, 
Fly, in the above-mentioned year, the word 
"Confessor" was exchanged for that of 
Chaplain — nevertheless many of the old 
school, not dreaming of a confessional, ro- 
sary, or scourge, designate the present 
chaplain by the title his predecessor bore. . 
The circumstance of the King appearing 
at the theatre, on the Sunday evening of 
the day in which he reprimands non-at- 
tendance at Church in the morning, see 
page 51, may seem strange to many: yet 
all over the Continent — not excepting the 
Calvinistic Dutch, and Lutheran Swedes— > 
the holy observation of the Sunday is 
considered to be over with the afternoon 
service, and the remainder of the day de- 
votable to relaxation and amusement, par- 
ticularly the theatre, — as was formerly the 
case in this country. I verily believe that 
Napoleon, aware of our national respect 
for the Sabbath, hastened on the battle 
of Waterloo — calculating that to attack 
on a Sunday might prove an extra. chance 
in his favour. But he found our lads all 
ready, and ardent for the fight. -f- 

* See the first exhortation to the Holy Communion, and the 
Office for the Visitation of the Sick. 

t He was used to stigmatize us as a nation of shopkeepers, and 
possihly thought we might, in degree, prove akin to the Jews of 
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In this work many texts from the Bible 
are either quoted or referred to, — the Bishop 
not always marking them as ** quotations/* 
I have preferred to translate the passages as 
I found them, rather than to give them after 
oiir version, — f6r even if intended to be cor^ 
red quotations ; they, being from Luther's 
translation^ on which their immediate ap- 
plicability depends, would vary, and require 
notes of explanation. 

As to the origin of the work, and the de- 
pendence to be placed on what is recorded; 
a few quotations from the Bishop's preface 
may prove agreeable and satisfactory — 
this small volume being an integral part. 

The Bishop, strongly impressed with the 
delicacy of his undertaking, both as relates 
to himself, and the memory of the late 
King, hesitated much; for he says in his 
preface : — 

" Timorously and bashfully I commenced 
the work, and to arrange my memoranda, I 
sought this summer (1842), the undisturbed 
quiet of country solitude. Often, when af- 
frighted at the importance of my under- 



Modin, who suffered themselves to be cut to pieces^ unresistingly, 
by the soldiers of Antiochus, because attacked on the Sabbath. 
1 Mace. chap. ii. ver. 38. But his presumptuous experimen- 
talizing cost him loss of glory, throne, liberty, and erentually, 
life.*— Tk. 
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taking, I felt inclined to ^ve it up ; but, it 
had become to me a matter of conscience, and 
my endeavours have been wholly directed 
so to keep the illustrious original in view, as 
to give with clearness, simplicity, and void- 
ance of extraneous colouring, what I have 
seen and known/' 

Speaking of the King, accowiing to his 
more intimate knowledge of him, he says 
fiirther on, "Many appear in the dis- 
tance great, in the approximation little ; it 
was not so with the late King : for those 
who were nearest to him, ^^ knew him 
best, honoured and loved him most: his 
calmness and mildness increased with his 
years." 

With respect to the integrity of the work, 
he says, "I have thought, that giving what 
I witnessed and heard, as nearly as possi- 
ble in his own words — ever scrupulously 
his own ideas — ^to be the best, and justest 
mode of characterizing theiKing." 

The world may be rather astonished at 
the length of some of the narratives falling 
from the King's lips : the JBishop, antici- 
pating such surprise, says, 

" The King is m^any times introduced as 
speaking, and often with diffusiveness; — this 
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will appear, to all who have known him from 
a distance, or only heard him at presenta- 
tions, as improbable, or foreign and adorned, 
in which the compiler, not the King, speaks. 
Truly he was naturally taciturn, and the 
Brevitas Imperatoria was in the highest 
degree peculiar to him; and he delighted 
to speak in aphorisms and axioms, drop- 
ping even combining words, by which he 
often became incomprehensible : also he 
was an enemy to empty verbiage, which 
he called * phraseology and speechifying,' 
becoming then, laconic and sententious: — 
but when the King remarked servility, 
ceremoniousness, and no coming to the 
point, he abruptly turned away, leaving 
expectation unsatisfied. Which often hap- 
pening in the early part of his reign, when 
he travelled ; — ^impressions were left be- 
hind, causing the opinion to become almost 
universal, that he had a reserved mind, and 
failed of the gift of colloquy so desirable 
and agreeable in a sovereign. But they 
erred therein greatly ; and in that respect, 
as in many others, he has been vexatiously 
misrepresented, and unjustly judged." 

The affair of the union of the Lutheran 
and Calvinistic Churches throughout the 
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monarchy, and the thereout constituted 
" United Evangelical Church," was a work 
of time, anxiety, and determined perseve- 
rance. That Bishop Eylert came in for a 
ponderous share of the labour, difficulties, 
and vexations, connected with the bringing 
about, and carrying out the King's plans ; 
appears by the following extract : — 

** To give one's opinion with decisiveness, 
and to counsel when at the highest point, 
and in the last instance, is a ticklish affair ; 
and may well occasion distress and anxiety 
to the most conscientious. Those feelings 
were my spirit's companions for years. 
Many a sad journey have I made to the 
Palace, full of disquietude of soul, at not 
having been able to effect satisfactorily the 
high matters committed to my charge — in- 
deed I always felt as if I were not by nature 
constituted for the post assigned me ; — also, 
added to my other trials, I had to bear 
the burthen of never-ceasing charges and 
insinuations ; moreover^ to present, and 
support such petitions as were immediately 
addressed to the King; whereby I was 
often placed in the most distressing di- 
lemmas. — But what I may have borne and 
forborne in those times, now that I have 
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nearly reached the end of toy e?brthly pil- 
grimager I interpret diflferently; and hold 
the circumatance of my having stood in such^ 
oonnection, to be the most honourable and 
l^enefieial event of my Hfe.'' 

^^ Now that all thai is past, — the venerated 
King. departed,— and. placed in the grave; 
the pure tears of pious respect and heartfelt 
thankfulness flow apace at remembrance of 
him, — and nothing remains for me but to 
bear righteous testimony, namely. That I 

HAVE. NEVER KNOWN A BETTER MaN, 

NOR A MORE SINCERE CHRISTIAN.'' 
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Unobserved — save in the after traces of the havoc and 
desolation she had left behind — was the advance of the 
dark and gloomy Nemesis^ armed for the castigation of 
states and people ! — and unheeded was her warning 
voice, even when she shrieked into the ears of princes 
the mysterious admonition, ^^ Draw not the strings too 
tightly ! — extremes destroy themselves !*" 

Not less appalling, and perhaps in a more awful 
degree, has a whole people, fired by party spirit, suf- 
fered itself to be hurried on — now, by feelings of aris- 
tocratic haughtiness, now, by democratic insolence — ^to 
frightful excesses; despising laws human and divine, 
and wholly forgetful of the truth consecrated by expe- 
f B 



2 THE RELIGIOUS LIFE AND OPINIONS 

rience: — a just measure of veneration towards existing 
rulers is a duty indispensably necessary to the firmly 
upholding of social order, national security, and the 
general welfare and happiness of mankind. 

If heretofore the attendants on, and subjects of 
royalty, have basely and slavishly renounced their in- 
herent rights — seeing, and honouring in their princes, 
gods o' th' earth ! — offering to them serfish submis- 
sion and unqualified adulation, and estimating as of 
highest value, the condescending graciousness of smiles, 
— so is it of historical notoriety, that such shallowness, 
inanity, deceit, and voidness of character, were ever 
liable to burst out into opposite extremes. 

The jubilating, incense-breathing acclamations of past 
oenturies, Hosanna in the Highest ! blessed is he who 
Gpmeth in the name of the Lord — ^have in our times 
been changed by the middle and lower classes of the 
pe<^le, to the horrific shout of Crucify ! Crucify him ! 

Resulting from the French Revolution — (which 
Lichtenberg prophesied would make the round of 
Europe), and after the revolting murder of the king, — 
when the bounds of accustomed reverence which had 
existed for ag!es, were broken in upon, and trodden 
under foot ; there arose amongst the people — ^not con- 
fined to political partisanship, but spread throughout 
ihe inasses-*«uch feelings of spitefulness and antipathy 
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— Hsuch recklessness, criticism, and condemnation of 
ctowned heads, as was never before displayed, — ^and 
which perseveringly continued during the great Buona- 
partean Drama, even to the ending of its last Act: 
which was consummated on the Island of St. Helena. 

In conformity to the eternal and unalterable laws and 
powers of the physical and moral worlds, the apathetic 
malady of the state-body, relaxed and lethargic through 
long tranquillity, (in this instance roughly shaken by the 
powerful arm of that extraordinary man,) does, after the 
crisis has been sustained, develop the stamina necessary 
to recovery and rejuvenescence ; (similia curantur simi- 
lilm). 

The same man who worked his way from lieutenant 
to consul, and from consul to emperor — who opened the 
eyes of purblind princes to briny tears, humbling their 
superciliousness,'*'' — who subjugated people and countries, 
placing his crushing foot on their necks, by overturning 

* At the jocund and witty table of a certain intellectual Crown 
Prince, the conversation turned on Napoleon Buonaparte ; it was 
suggested that each should give something eztemporaneooslyy and 
pointed, on the subject, as relative to him ; when the turn came to 
the Prince, he said : — 

He roughly treated Princes* sons. 
And princes made of Myrmidons. 
The distich in German is inimitable, and defies satisfactory trans- 
lation ; being as follows : — 

Er buerstete die Fuersten-Kinder, 
Und fuerstete die Buersten-Binder. 
b2 
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thrones and constitutions that had existed for ages, and 
filling their places with dynasties of his own; who 
fashioned anew the order of worldly circumstance, and 
created an empire which, to all appearance, was firmly 
founded for centuries : yet did that same man destroy 
his own gigantic work, by the sins of egotism, haugh- 
tiness, ambition, vanity, imperiousness, and immodera- 
tion, which he so severely punished in other rulers; 
and he who rent and sundered the connection between 
hereditary and righteous rulers and their attached 
people in many instances, on all occasions weakening 
such ties, was, after that they had passed through the 
severe ordeal, and become purified and healed of their 
earlier faults, made the instrument of their re-establish- 
ment and blessing-bringing restoration. 

The sublime and indescribable glory of the Almighty's 
government of the occurrences of this world, is pecu- 
liarly evident. He, working by, to us, unlikely and strange 
means, advances and brings about his holy purpose : as 
in all great restituting worldly matters, so in this in- 
stance is the hand of the Deity suflBiciently apparent, — 
and to the annalist is clearly marked out the only satis- 
factory and comprehensive point of view from which the 
historical study of the times may be taken and pragma- 
tically unravelled — if he is not inclined to content him- 
self with a fragmental aggregate, but to produce a hia- 
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tory that shall instruct mankind, by its ascending lines,* 
forming a combined and progressive whole. 

Impressed by that exalted and strengthening idea, 
Frederick William III. seized on the years of national 
calamity, extending from 1806 to 1813, to be the purify- 
ing period of himself and people. Such being his frame 
of mind, purpose, and aim; we can in a measure account 
for the mental power, moral strength, quiet and soul- 
greatness wherewith he bore, without bitterness, the 
reiterated blows of misfortune that fell on his country 
in rapid succession, and the magnanimity wherewith he 
endured the many personal mortifications to which he 
was subjected. It is possible that no sovereign through- 
out seven long years of oppression has had, like to him, 
the bitter cup of suffering ever at his lips : truly the 
bitterness sunk deeply into his whole being ; but he 
recognized the Almighty hand which presented it, and 
with resolution he drank of it to the dregs with eye of 
faith directed to heaven, and it was vouchsafed him to 
bear and act towards his personal opponents and slan- 
derers, with resignation and magnanimity. 

The sorrow-seeds which produced this precious and 
heavenly fruit were sown and germed whilst still blessed 
with the companionship of his angelic consort, the ex- 

* This has reference to a publication, entitled " Leben's laufe in 
aufsteigende Linie." — ^Tr. 
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cellent Queen, in Konigsbeig, during the years 1806, 
1807, 1808, and 1809,* to which city his powerful enemy 
had driven him back ; — ^it was there, on the edge of a 
yawning and frightful abyss, the great and m^ciful Be- 
finer had placed on the seething fire of adversity the 
crucible of his purification, — ^where, freed from alloy and 
dross, the silver glance of the pure metal developed 
itself, brightly shining to the end of his earthly career. 

At that important period — virtually the rubicon of his 
public as of his spiritual life — it happened that Dr. Bo- 
rowsky (afterwards Archbishop in Konigsberg) filled the 
offices of principal court preacher and superintendent of 
that place : in him the King found, to his great joy, a 
very apostle of Jesus Christ. 

To no ecclesiastic has his Majesty been so spiritually 
indebted as to that original and remarkable man ; — and 
none did the King personally value and love equal to 
him, {or no one's individualities of mind, so suited the 
King's temper and liking, as did his,. 

In the anguish moments of the King^s regeneration, 
that divine wi^ ever near and by him, to foster and 
atrei^gthen the fresh and healthful life-shoot, that in a 
few years IsAe^ was to bring forth ihe regeneration of 

* The Bishop has fallen into mistake here, for the King and 
lOyal family left Konigsberg for Memel in the early part oi ISQ7, 
and did not return to Konigsberg until the summer of ISOS.'-^Tn. 
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the Pmssian mbnarohy ; — ^for what the immortal and 
iUustrious minister, von Stein, ''^ effected politically, was 
materially aided and furthered by Dr. Borowsky^s spi- 
ritual and encouraging teaching. It was a very luxury 
to hear the otherwise word-chaiy and praise-sparing 
King expatiate on his favourite, in what may be 
termed eloqu^it fondness; — ^a confidential correspond- 
ence was maintained between th^n, which ceased only 
at the prelate^s death. 

A few years before the Archbishop's demise, the 
King asked me if I had seen the recently opened ex- 
hibition of paintings and works of art in Berlin, — ^my 
answer being in the affirmative, he gave me to under- 
stand that he required not a succinct description of 
what had riveted my attention, but solely to know 
whether I had observed a small copper-plate engraving 
of Dr. Borowsky ! Having answered " Yes,'' adding, 
that it was no novelty to me, inasmuch as the Docter 
had presented me with one — '^Ei, Ei,*' rejoined l^e 
King, '^ and not one for me ! the naughty, excellent 
man ! he knows not how strongly I am attadied to him, 
and how much I prize even his likeness. I have, how- 
ever, possessed myself of one, and at this moment it 

* V. Stefai aided the King in the civil branch of his reforma- 
tions. The King was compened to dismiss that great minister, 
at the desbe of Napoleon.-^TR. 
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hangs in my bed-chamber ; — ^you may tell him so — ^you 
correspond with him?" — " Yes, many years." — " I am 
glad of it — continue to do so : — ^he is a man from whom 
much is to be learned. You sent him your last coro- 
nation-and-order oration V* 

I hankered to know what had been the real cause 
of the decided attachment which the King displayed 
towards that ecclesiastic ; but as the above expressions 
had taken place at table, in the presence of many 
guests, I suppressed my curiosity, determined to await 
a more fitting opportunity — when the King might be 
alone. This happened ere long at Paretz;t — ^being in- 
vited to accompany his Majesty on one of his solitary 
strolls, I then received from his owp lips the following 
remarkable and never-to-be-forgotten narration : — 

" You must picture to yourself Borowsky as a pro- 
phet of the Old, or an apostle of the New Testament ; 
but as that may be saying rather too much, you may 
value him as a counterpart of those great originals. 
Everything about him carries the impress of his station, 
—^fertile and solid, — meek and serene, — artless and 
single-minded, — ^genuine and candid ; — in him is to be 

* A festival held every year to commemorate the coronation, and 
the founding of the several Prussian orders of knighthood. — ^Tb. 

t A retired village, about 12 miles from Potsdam, where there 
is a royal ch&teau^the King's favourite resort in summer. — ^Tb. 
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seen the veritable Christian churchman, void of dis- 
tasteful affectation and pedantry. And so it ought 
and must be, if the man is so thoroughly imbued with 
the calling of his adoption as to feel it is a part of 
himself: this is what I sorely miss in the divines of 
the present day. Every profession gives to those whose 
whole souls are in it — ^a peculiar something, by which 
they are readOy distinguished. The lawyer grounds him- 
self in, and rests on his positive law. The philosopher 
on his insight into all that he draws into the forum of 
his speculative reasoning. The naturalist on his re- 
searches into the laws and powers of nature. The soldier 
on the word of command, which is the form and rule of 
his life. Each of those callings has its own peculiar 
sphere ; and its limitation is what gives it consistency, 
solidity, and repose, in the centre point of the periphery. 
On the other hand, I find in the evangelical clergjrmen 
of our times, an evident and palpable liquefaction and 
divergency, a wavering, guessing, presuming, imagining ; 
with the one so, with another so, as suits the colouring 
and blending of the shifting ideas of the day. I well 
know that in the empire of religious truth, slothfulness 
is death ; but mutability begets insecurity, and in the 
wavering loses all firm footing. The desire to attain to 
perfection is a never-resting, original impulse of human 
nature ; but without a deep-laid foundation it throws 
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up no safe advance towards improvement ; and v^hat in 
the desire for novelty may for a time so appear, is 
nothing more than a rambling and erring about, wherel^ 
experience loses itself; it is, after all, but a daring 
experimentalizing. I require of a Christian clergyman, 
at least, that he carry the impress, and is, in word 
and deed — a servant of the Church. 

'^ In too many this appears only when clad in their 
official garments, — ^and disappears the moment they put 
4m the less sombre coat of modem fashion, — and mix in 
company as of the worid. I am, however, not of opinion 
that our church doctrine, according to the symbolical 
books * of the Church, should be considered so defini- 
tive in form, as to admit of no change : on the con- 
trary, I am convinced that fructified from the inex- 
haustible fulness of the Holy Scriptures, and limited by 
its decisive authority — making use of the result com- 
mensurate with advance of the times — ^rejuvenescence 
would be obtained, and the evangelical Ckirch would 
develop and preseirve a never^failing healthy life, power- 
ful for good works. 

* Might be rendered, standard books, of which are chiefly: — 



Lutheran. 
The Cenfeesion of Augsburg. 
Apology of the ConlessioD. 
Schmalkalder's Articles. 
Lather's CatecMsm. 



Reformed. 
The Catechism of Heidelbiirg^ 
Clonfession of Siegismond. 

Tr. 
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^^ But fihe must have a positive system, showing 
whereon she is, wili be, and shall be, — ^what she is, 
and by which she may be distinguished from all other 
(^lurches : such to be guarded and watched over as the 
Holy Thing; for communion is the only binding and 
enHicentrating power of the community. 

** Is, however, the grand object of the Church lost, 
or split into countless vistas, — each dissentient making 
a religion for himself, instead of receiving in SEuth that 
whidbi is given in the Divine revelation, — ^understanding 
under the word freedom of conscience, a liberty and 
right to do so, callii^ it Protestantism, — ^then will there 
be a never-ending protesting, until nothing remains of 
the pOEutive value and contmits of biblical Christianity. 
Such direction and disposition of the spirit of the tim^ 
would undoubtedly place the evangelical Church in an 
wardbical position. 

'^ Whilst those of the higher and educated degrees 
content liiemselves with philosophy, sosthetics, and lite^ 
rature of the day — ^bemg hardly conscious of having 
bllen from connection with the Church, — the middle 
and imder dasses of the people — who at least fed a 
^UEch requisite on Sundays and festivals — go Bsttaf 
not knowing whewon tliey axe, or what they should 
lK>ldto. 

'< The belief of our forefathers in the fundamental 
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dogmas of our holy religion, is (thanks to the variety 
of systems and parish pastors who preach them) no 
more the belief of the children. The inclination for 
domestic devotion which heretofore was the order of the 
day in Christian families, is consequently dropped; 
where, however, such is no longer honoured and prac- 
tised, the warm desire for public worship is all but 
extinct. 

** The clergyman loses his earlier respect and the 
trust reposed in him, when he ceases to officiate in 
confonnityto the binding rules of the Church, sub- 
stituting personal views, which he knows he cannot up- 
hold as proceeding from authority. 

" I hate from my soul tyranny and wavering in 
weighty matters ; and at the same time it is unbear- 
able when the servants of the Church, whose holy 
calling is to strengthen, confirm, and uphold, are 
themselves not firmly established in the faith : — ^yet 
how can they be firm in transcendental affiiirs, not 
having a faith fixed ; and being ready to barter the 
unchangeable and eternal authority of God's Word for 
the transient phantasmagorias of human authority; 
and the Word of God, which can never be overthrown— 
interpret, model, and daub over with the varnish of 
modem times — ^having no analogy to the doctrines of 
our Church ! 



OF FBEDBRIGK WILLIAM lU. 13 

" I have myself gathered sad experience in that 
respect. 

^^ When travelling, I have ever found pleasure in in- 
q)ecting churches ; and whenever I can so arrange it, I 
rejoice to attend the public worship ; yet seldom have 
I been comforted and edified on such occasions. 

'^ The majority of the clerical gentlemen that I have 
heard when journeying, have used the biblical text as a 
merely selected motto : instead of practically explaining 
and pressing the vivifying essence of the same on the 
hearts of their hearers, they have frett^ed and fumed 
themselves into a heat by empty declamation and £sir- 
fetched oratorical flourishes, to my grievous annoyance. 
But I have experienced still greater vexation, when con- 
versing with them on their being presented to me. 

" Few stood before me like men ! the majority suited 
themselves by manner and word to my expressions— de- 
termined to say only that which they presumed would 
prove agreeable — scarcely one differed with me : flexi- 
bly they acquiesced in all my opinions, even such as I 
threw ofi* only to prove their insincerity. Flattery is 
at all times disagreeable to me, but most so from the 
lips of a clergyman, who, though standing before his 
country^s King, should never forget that he, filling the 
exalted office of a servant of Jesus Christ, should be 
there and everywhere the frank attestator of truth. 
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" Snch a man was and is my beloved BoroWG^ ; and 
for that reason is he so dear to me. He stood by me, 
and I by him, during the dark and oppressive time^ when 
I had need of comfort, and verily felt a yearning fbr 
consolation; but he administered no calming pallia- 
tives — ^his were radical remedies, even when they were 
harsh and occasioned pain. 

" The circumstances that led to the unfortunate 
timeSy when I, my house and people, were struck down, 
he sought not to gloss with opiative excuses, but frankly 
laid bare the fundamental causes, and placed them in 
their true colours before my eyes — ^not sparing me. 

" Whatever he said was not the so called submissive 
advice, — neither the well-intentioned counsel, where the 
adoption or non-adoption depended on my will and 
pleasure. No : all he said was clothed in biblicd sen- 
tences, having the power of the will and commands of 
Gk)d — ^and I valued what he said as such. 

" He made me conversant vdth prophetic theology, of 
which I vras wholly ignorant until then. He proved to 
me, from the world's history and its annalled trans- 
actions, illumined by the light of biblical prophecy, that 
in conformity to the Divine government of the world, a 
regenerated and improved people would always rise again, 
and that an immoral and arrogant people had ever been 
abased. 
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^' With a serene and inspired confidence he an- 
nounced to me better and more happy times ! fully con- 
vinced that the heavy dispensation that had befallen our 
country^ if well turned and bravely borne, would prove 
the means and way to greater national prosperity than 
ever. 

^^ If, in those awful times, big with the fatia of Prussia, 
when all appeared dark and gloomy, I doubted — and 
fretfully asked after the how, where, and when? the 
good man displayed, in the most amiable manner^ his 
discontent ; — ^took hold of the button of my coat, patted 
me on the shoulder, shook me by the hand, and spoke 
with the earnestness and dignity of a Nathan : ' You 
must learn to believe. It happens to man according to 
his faith.' All this was factly and personally new to me ; 
so had I never been addressed before. 

'^ His earnestness and severe frankness estranged me 
not ; on the contrary, they drew me nearer to him, for 
they were evidently the outflowing of purest sympathy, 
I must say that a certain pious, tender anxiety, was so 
apparent in that original and excellent man, that his so- 
ciety became to me indispensable. Also the Queen, in 
her noble and pure spirit, who had so active a sympathy 
for all that was true and exalting, delighted in him; and 
requested that he should be our daily evening guest at 
the tea-table, whether invited or not ; he never came 
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however, unless especially requested, — and too often he 
excused himself, saying frankly, ^I cannot spare the 
time.' 

^'He had not visited us for many days; when he 
came, the Queen, in her friendly manner, chid him for 
absenting himself so long ; his reply was, ^ I have but 
followed the counsel of Holy Writ ! which says, Press 
not thyself into Kings' houses ; ' but this was uttered in 
such a true-hearted tone, and with such sincerity and 
meekness, that thatj and all other searching truths 
falling from his lips, offended not — on the contrary, they 
verily did one good. There was keenness of point too 
in all he said; which not being intended to wound, 
merely awakened me to reflection. 

"Withal he is an agreeable, entertaining, often 
witty associate, — possessing a frank and childlike sim- 
plicity ; and owing to his temperate and frugal habits 
he then felt no dyspepsia or bodily ailings : * in fact 
he was always cheerful. 

" Never did he request anything of me — ^never hinted 
at any boon for himself; it was therefore evident, that 
nothing but the purest, disinterested heart-affection 
bound him to me. 

• Dr. Borowsky, Archbishop in Konigsberg, lived to the age of 
ninety, and to the last went through his official duties with vigour 
and cheerfulness.— Tb. 
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** Such was the conduct of this peculiarly excellent 
man towards j»& m ^rery ^#Nuttion ; even when I wad 
most dejected, and would fain have been alone, his 
visits were ^er new, and agreeable to me. I have no 
one so greatly to thank for my Christian knowledge and 
strength, as that good man. 

" He nurtured in me a decidedness and positive jBrm- 
ness, without lessening my feelings of regard and indul- 
gence, for free and liberal views in general. 

*^ Knowing whereon I am as relates to myself, and 
what I have to believe, guard, and perfect, — I have be- 
come more composed and tolerant towards the inex- 
haustible, inimical, and ever varying judgments of men. 

*^ Borowsky, by continually leading my thoughts 
towards the Most High, helped me, in an especial man- 
ner, to moderate the bitterness that had seized on my 
heart in the crushing year 1806, and which threatened 
to fix itself there ; whereby I was rendered able and 
inclined to for^ve my personal opponents and enemies ; 
fl.and consequently, more fitted to do good." 

So spake the never-to-be-forgotten King, — with 
earnestness, dignity, and perfect open-heartedness rela- 
tive to the time of his heaviest su&rings, — sometimes 
w&Udng, sometimes standing, — ^now sitting, and anon 
leaning against a tree. 

If I have here recorded with perspicuity and truth. 
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what fell from his lips, — so do I own my incapability of 
imparting to the reader the charm of that noble sim- 
plicity and natm*ey wherewith he thought, felt, and ex- 
pressed himself on this occasion. He ended, fixing his 
eyes above and clasping his hands, with these words: 
'^ So did God, at all times and seasons, even during my 
heaviest calamity, miraculously help and bless. To Him 
alone be the honour and praise." 

Fear-of-God; — ^in its primitive and fullest meaning, 
ij3 the real and appropriate term by which we may de- 
signate the King's religious feelings^ as they really were ; 
and thereby may be discovered the moving cause which 
led to that pious awe, so noticeable in his practice of 
the forms of religion. 

With him, as with all distinguished and delicate- 
minded men, it was a peculiar characteristic feature of 
his individuality — ^being interwoven with his thoughts, 
opinions, and transactions; and often, I might say 
always observable : yet only those who knew him well, 
could rightly understand and appreciate the hidden 
source whence it flowed. 

However imposing and truly royal was his form and 
bearing — ^however firm and composed his look and man- 
ners—however categoric his mode of speech, and ener- 
getic his operations, — so was his being imbued with a 
certain indescribable somethmg, an on-breath, — a soft 



i 
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eoloaring, in which not seldom, an ahnost bashful coy- 
ness bordering on humbleness appeared: — ^a modesty 
and unassuming^ in which all self-confidence seemed 
to be lost. 

Yet was it not embarrassment, want of adroitness, 
nor fear of man— such formed no portion of his charac- 
ter — ^he knew not the feeling: even when in contact 
with his most powerful enemies, — ^those by whom he 
had been defeated, — h^ never lost consciousness of his 
high destiny or royal dignity ; on the contrary, a noble 
haughtiness and manly defiance beamed out when in the 
presence of opposing powers : — ^to see him in anger was 
appalling. 

No — this pious awe, the verecundia of the ancients, 
was in him, as it were the pure deep sonance and re- 
sonance of the veritable fear of Gbd, which, pervading 
his whole being, became visibly suffiised over his linear 
ments in a peculiar manner, like to the bashful blush of 
innocence, — ^most apparent in success; — ^a sure testi- 
mony of genuineness and sincerity. 

Having reached the pinnacle of good fortune ; — ^^twas 
visible at the triumphal entries into Leipsig and Paris, — 
and later when the Emperors Alexander and Francis, at 
the head of their respective guard-regiments, presented 
themselves before him, and respectfully saluted him by 
lowering their swords; — ^he appeared as though such 

c2 
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mark of honour was not intended for himself, but some 
one else. Every on-breathing of arrogance was far from 
him ; and as to presumption, — ^he knew it not. 

His Fear-of-God — ^that lively sense of dependence on 
the Almighty, — caused him to be moderate in every re- 
spect, and preserved him from egotism to such a degree, 
that many, not aware of the holy source whence it 
sprang, have attributed to him a positive want of self- 
confidence. 

From the self-same source proceeded his dislike of 
praise and flattery ; and those who would ofier him the 
adulation of merit he sternly repulsed, referring all re- 
sults to God's help. 

He designated conscience as the speaker — God's re- 
presentative in the breast of man ; — he therefore held 
self-dissatisfaction and perturbation, to be the worst of 
misfortunes. 

He watched over himself with a circumspection bor- 
dering on anxiety; so that those who often saw and well 
knew him, could observe the secret moral struggle he 
maintained, amidst the varying situations of a monarch's 
life. 

His piety, was by no means the ripened fruit of a 
happy temperament ; on the contrary, he was obliged to 
go through many internal and external purifications, 
before he became fireproof, and attained with his san- 
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guine impulses, to that positive piety which he really 



Fear-of-God led him to fear of sin. Although meek 
and indulgent in his judgments with respect to the 
errings and weaknesses of human nature, yet bad he 
an utter abhorrence of those sins which he called 
coarse; of such, he named three in particular, viz. — 
the sin of premeditated lying, with all its akin ; unjust 
possession of property^ through trickery and chicanery ; 
and breach of connubial vow ; — ^these he called " deadly 
sins'' — placing strongest emphasis on those words. 

His fear of God in the latter respect, partook of 
the fearful anxiety of our forefathers on that subject : 
modem irreligion would call it superstitious. 

His heart turned from those guilty of such sins ; 
for he was of opinion that where the fear of Ood was 
not, there also, &iled submissiveness to the laws, and 
those placed in authority. He knew the sophisms 
of the human heart and mind^ and was aware, how 
by literal legality, the laws of God and man may be 
wrested, avoided, and eluded in a thousand different 
ways ; and in every instance where no pure principle 
was evident, he withheld confidence : therefore had the 
word legality but a conditional worth with him. He 
hoped for blessings singly and collectively, aUme^ from 
the operation of a sincere and practical fear of God. 
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I have often heard him say : — ** Qoi is the alone 
creating and glorious point whence all goodness flows, 
— and the source whence all must seek firmness and 
strength, if improvement and eventual good shall take 
place in human a&irs ; that fear, is the vivifying prin- 
ciple, and thereto indispensable ; inasmuch as it takes 
us in training — ^instils into man veneration for divine 
things, and a horror of sinning, — which carried out, 
begets disgust of sin, — ^thence virtue.^ 

For that reason the expressions religion and piety 
were not so adequate and agreeable to him as the 
stronger and more identifying term, Fear-of-Grod ; which 
everywhere and at all times insures the blissful feeling 
of God's presence — ^the latter being a consequence of the 
former : " That," added he with mental acuteness, 
'* should the theological gentlemen of the day have more 
seriously thought of when maintaining their lengthy 
disputes about faith and morality, and the preferable 
benefit to be derived from dogmatical or ethical preach- 
ing: — without root there is no growth, no blossoming, 
no fruit!'' 

Therefore had he no taste and confidence in the 
numerous plans and propositions presented to him for 
the improvement and ennobling of human nature, 
wherever that healthy root was wanting : and if such 
projects were ushered in by a promising preface, and 
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pompous diction — to him insupportably ofiensive — he 
usually dismissed such, merely writing on the margin, 
•' Whited Sepulchres." 

On ''one occasion a splendid plan for the erection of 
an educational establishment on a new system was 
laid before him for approbation; — in it, a mass of 
objects considered suitable to the wants of the times, 
was clearly and systematically set forth; closing with 
religion and religious instruction, by the way only : on 
the margin thereof the King wrote with his own hand^ 
'^ Ei, ei ! and indirectly a compliment for religion, 
doubtlessly, out of pure respect (!) that won't do : it, 
must be the vivifying soul of the whole .project, if any 
good is to come of it. First, lessons in Augustus 
Hermann Franke's school ! "* 

On the other hand, he was ready to help and further 
munificently every object, where the character and 
principles of the true fear of Gk)d were obvious ; — but 
all requests and petitions were sternly refused, if for- 
getfulness of God, impiety, or traces of the before- 
mentioned three deadly sins were observable in them. 
All, of whatever station they might be, did well to 



* A. H. Franke founded an Orphan Asylum at Halle, now a 
very large and most useful establishment. The King alludes to 
the practical piety in which the children were instructed. Franke 
with propriety might be designated a German Methodist. — ^Tr. 
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accompany a request or petition, by the reconunendatory 
testimony of some worthy clergyman. 

In points where the fear of God enjoins moral 
purity, the King was severe, and swerved not from 
his principles; — ^if in single instances he moderated, 
the stem character of his moral earnestness was de- 
cidedly apparent. I have had remarkable opportunities 
of knowing him in that respect ; — one anecdote shall 
suffice. 

A government officer, now dead, who held a high 
post, and was noted for punctual and efficient per- 
formance of his duties, had been thoughtless in his 
youth; but in his maturer years becoming serious and 
conscience-stricken, he ardently wished that his four 
children — ^two sons and two daughters which he had 
by a mistress who was dead — should be legitimatized : 
he having recently married an amiable widow beyond 
the middle age, and without children of her own. 

He addressed a petition to his Majesty, and motived 
it by stating, that he sincerely repented of his early 
youthful indiscretions, and wished to make (if possible) 
reparation, by doing an act of justice towards his 
innocent, talented, and well-disposed children; but 
which could only be realized if they were permitted to 
take his name, and possess in every respect the rights 
of children born in wedlock. Furthermore, that the 
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restoration of bis lost peace of mind, and happy spend- 
ing of the remaining years of life, depended wholly on 
his Majesty's vouchsafing his humble petition. I had 
known this officer to be a highly worthy man in every 
other respect for many years, — and felt that I could 
not refuse his request, to watch a favourable oppor- 
tunity for presenting his petition to his Majesty, accom- 
panied by my own recommendation. 

No sooner had I done so, than the King looked at me 
with stem severity, and said, " I am astonished that you, 
a Christian clergyman, could for a moment think of re- 
commending to me a matter, originating in impiety and 
impurity." I said, '^ Sire, it is the cause, not the sin 
that I recommend, — I have recommended only the con. 
scious repentance of an amended man, and his praise- 
worthy desire to see the blot of illegitimacy taken from 
his innocent children, as forerunner for them of a more 
favourable destiny." — ^' Ei, what ! " said the King, almost 
in anger, ^^ those are the severe, but just and castigating 
results of that flagitious and accursed mistress-keeping 
economy ! — It hinders and poisons sooner or later con- 
nubial life, leading from one sin to another ; — ^those who 
have had recourse to it may bear its consequences ; — 
were I to remove or mitigate, I should be showing a 
culpable indifference, — ^besides, it might lead to fatal 
exemplifications, of which I do not see the end." 
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Disconcerted and affiighted, I felt the truth of the 
King's expressions; nevertheless I risked another at- 
tempt, saying, ^^ The repentant and reformed man peti- 
tions for innocent children ! " The Eong turned from me 
with dislike — took not the petition, and left me consider- 
ably abashed, and resolved in fiituie to be more cautious 
about what I recommended. 

A few weeks had elapsed, when one morning I was 
summoned to his Majesty's presence, who thus ad- 
dressed me : — 

^^ I have caused secret inquiries to be made relative to 
that man, and am given to understand that he was not 
fickle, but confined himself to one^ who was of supe- 
rior stamp to the usual run of those unfortunate beings, 
— and that in all other respects his life has been 
irreproachable. The report touching his children 
too, speaks of their being well disposed, and morally 
regulated. 

^^All therefore hinges hereon, — ^whether his present 
lawful wife has been made acquainted with the existence 
of her husband's four illegitimate children. Is she not, 
and must she not be thereof informed, — such fatal 
mystery will only mar marriage happiness, and thus 
one might be doing evil with one hand, whilst trying 
to help with the other. 

" Is she however acquainted with all the circum^ 
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stances, and has a mind superior ; and she, not expect- 
ing to be a mother herself, will live in harmony with, 
kindly treat, and properly bring up her husband's child- 
ren, — then, all being clearly, openly, and honestly under-, 
stood, — I will vouchsafe his request, legitimatizing his 
children. In that case they may conjointly — ^husband 
and wife — send in an appropriate petition ; — ^but it must 
be accompanied by an attestation from some worthy 
ecclesiastic.'' 

The same took place through my assistance, and the 
difficult affiiir was ended to the mutual and perfect 
satisfaction of the couple ; happy to the end of their 
lives: it also proved a blessing to the children, wha 
have all turned out well, and are still living. 

The King was a vigilant observer of the signs of the 
times, and kept a watchful eye on passing events and 
combinations ; these were to him as divine intimations ; 
for all that unbelief and ignorance call chance and 
contingency, were according to his sensua nvminisy 
Divine dispensation : when they progressed propitiously, 
he rejoiced — ^when otherwise, his bearing was of a nega- 
tive character. Were weighty matters on the tapis, 
the practical consununation of which was the general 
wish, he nevertheless held back, saying, "the further- 
ance moment is not yet here.'" Upright and candid, 
yet in such impending matter reserved and inflexible^ 
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solely depending on himself, no one could divine his in- 
tentions.* Was, however, the desired moment arrived, 
then was he the DeuB ex machina^ who could give a 
fortunate turn to complicated affiure. 

Well knowing that good fortune in this world's strange 
concatenations often proceeds from apparently insignifi- 
cant causes — and, on the other hand, that misfortunes 
through altered junctions, often attend the most cau- 
tious and seemingly wise measures, — he placed little 
reliance on political speculations and combinations, and 
diplomatical tergiversation he abominated. 

On one occasion, when council was held relative to a 
weighty matter about to be terminated, I permitted 
myself to remark — '^ It appears to me to be desirable in 
a political point of view, and would give new and impor- 
tant combinations.'^ He replied, ^^ I don't value that; 
such human calculations generally throw up minu$ 
instead of phts. So long as politics are nothing more 
than expediency, all political wisdom will concentrate 
in being cheated, only to be cheated again, owing to the 
mutability of men, things, and combinations ; the pro- 
bable does not take place, and the improbable is 
realized. 

^^ To do that which is right — ^to fear God and con- 
fidently trust in Him — is the best of all policy ; that 

• Chiefly referring to the yean 1812 and 1813.— Tb. 
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alone brings a blessing ; at least, we preserve therein 
pureness of conscience : — If God be for us, who can be 
against us !^ 

On that rock-foundation of bold and childlike confi- 
dence, he stood composed and firm, with head erect : 
never did his manly comportment forsake him, not even 
in the dark depths of his greatest misfortunes ; neither 
did humble demeanour leave him when on the bright 
heights of exalting good fortune. His ally was God, and 
he believed that all help emanated from Him who made 
and governs the heavens and the earth. 

The eagle which decorated his breast was engloried 
by these divine words — Those who wait for the Lord 
shall receive strength as of an eagle, so that they soar 
and are not faint — they shall run and not be wearied. 

The piety which pervaded his whole being had a posi- 
tive Christian stamp; everything in and about him con- 
nected with religion, was kept, supported, and fructified 
by a lively faith in the divine revelation of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

Indeed, how could it be otherwise with an unpreju- 
diced, dear-thinking mind, and an impartial, grateful, 
and really pious heart ! Scriptural Christianity is the 
sole element and ferment^ which permanently preserves, 
yn^mlmla^ and supports uatioiis^ states, governments, and 
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institutions, and may be compared to the breath of life, 
giving health and strength. 

What philosophy and sesthetics, the arts and sciences, 
and the political economy and power of the Greeks and 
Romans could not effect, namely, the overthrow of 
deeply rooted polytheism, with its superstitions and sin- 
ful terrorisms, — ^was brought about and perfected by the 
simple, unadorned preaching of the Cross, in its world- 
overcoming, heart-captivating omnipotence. Socrates 
lived and taught in Athens, but the Athenians remained 
idolaters. 

The victory — ^the ever restless and ever advancing 
victory of Christianity over Paganism, by means of poor 
messengers with no weapon but The Word — ^marks an 
origin whose creative power, so surpassing human 
ability, must of course centre in a higher, invisible, 
and divine world. That it was Christianity, — through 
its inexhaustible depths, ennobling equality, exalted 
eamestuess, encouraging mildness, divine sublimity, and 
pure humanity, — ^first brought the human race to a 
consciousness of inherent rights, cannot be doubted ; 
and that it labours on and on, to spread that conscious- 
ness throughout all ranks and degrees of the people, by 
its vivifying strength, is equally sure. In the uni- 
versality of its humanity, it acknowledges no spirit of 
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castes, roots out despotism and all arbitrariness, pro- 
duces right and justice, and wills that all, from the < 
highest to the lowest, and from the lowest to the high- 
est, shall receive help and succour^ and be brought to 
the knowledge and enjoyment of the truth. That all 
may be radically healed and improved, and made happy 
in the barter of love, — it commences with the hearty and 
works to the surface. 

It therefore bans barbarism, promotes culture, pro- 
duces morality and dignity, and is in alliance with 
science; moreover, it is the fresh life-principle that is 
urging man's strivings towards the highest degree of 
human perfection. 

It was Christianity that firmly fixed monogamy, sanc- 
tified marriage, emancipated woman, placed the rights 
and dignity of wives and mothers on a fast footing, and 
took children under its protection, that connubial and 
domestic happiness might be established; as being the 
only immoveable foundation of social and public welfare. 

From this dogmatical and sublime position his late 
Majesty viewed Christianity. It was to him an historical 
fact, a given thing, which thinking man ought to receive. 
'^ It is impossible," said he, ^' to make and arrange a 
religion for one's self. If any one attempts to form a 
Deity pleasing to his own mind^ he will find in the end 
that he egotistically worships himself in his own ideal. 
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The Christian only is privileged to worship God in spirit 
and in truth.'' 

The King honoured the Christian religion because he 
felt fully convinced that it is a Divine revelation imme- 
diately emanating from God, — ^moreover because it is 
the decisive and ultimate tribunal : — ^he was pleased to 
call it the only Jw non appellando» 

All that harmonized with its spirit and contents, was 
to him truth — all that opposed its spirit, error; and 
on those points he admitted of no debates or com- 
promises. '^ The Lord^s Word is truth, and what He 
has promised, that will He certainly bring to pass :*' 
this conviction was to him an axiom, and the really 
permanent — and on aQ occasions valid scale, whereby 
he discriminated, proofed, chose and judged. He 
became so twre in his belief, and possessed so firm 
a tact, that no mooted doubts ever incommoded him. 
He lived according to his faith; the Holy Scriptures 
ever lay on his writing table; and both the Old and 
New Testaments were to him an intimately connected 
and inseparable whole, — ^the former the announcement, 
the latter the fulfilment. He was particularly delighted 
with the Book of Proverbs, because of its categorical 
precision and pregnant meaning; and in the Psalms 
he found a treasury of comfort, particularly in those 
before Inentioned days of national sufiering. During 
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the unfortunate years 1810 and 1811 — particularly 
after the death of the ever memorable Queen,* — I have 
often heard him say, ^' Had not thy Holy Word com- 
forted me in my misery, I should have passed away ;^ 
and that was uttered in such tone of anguish, as pene- 
trated my very soul. 

The Holy Bible was to him so dear, important, and 
indispensable, that to those he particularly loved he 
knew of no better present than a superbly bound 
copy, — and when on the festival of the Reformation 
in 1817, he presented a large folio copy for the use of 
the altar in the Court and Garrison Church, Potsdam, 
he pressingly enjoined me to '^ guard it heedfuUy.^ 

The Historical Christ was the soul of his Christianity, 
and he rejoiced in a growing faith in Him. He 
honoured in Christ, the eternal Son of the living Ood — 
saw in Him the Deity, and directed his prayers to Him. 

The faith of Christians relative to the Saviour and 
Redeemer, was to him not factly, only in respect of 
His doctrine, but personality; for in the divinity of 
His Person, he found the exalted and divine certainty 
of His doctrine, and in the divinity of the doctrine, 
proof of the divinity of His Person. The darkness 
and mystery which surround this belief, instead of weak- 
ening, rather strengthened and established him. 

* The good and beautiful Queen died June 19th> 1810. 



S4t THE BBLTOIOUS LI7B AlTD OPIRIDNS 

Many a time, before, and after participating in the 
Lord's Supper, has he said to me, ^^ What I worriup 
and rererence — before what I clasp my hands and bend 
my knees, I cannot draw down, neither dare to place on 
a level with myself, — it necessarily mnst be higher and 
more sublime if I am to be exalted : could I compre- 
hend its mysteries, my yeneration must cease. That 
which shall make me better, more elevated, and more 
certain, must be unto me a something that is, and 
gives what I cannot give unto myself, or receive from 
any other equally sinful with myself. 

^^ A revelation, having nothing to reveal beyond the 
scope of man's knowledge and science, would cease to 
be a Divine revelation. Its mysteries are to me, wit- 
nesses of its divinity, and I should cease to believe in 
revelation were the mystmes not there. They have, 
as in the great book of Nature, a clear and a dark page. 
We see, wonderful power, wisdom, and goodness dis- 
played in creation, in numberless splendid forms; — 
they appear and disappear, but we see alone the appear- 
ances, not the origind power, or know the laws which 
pt^duce them, for they are surrounded by a mysterious 
and impenetmble veil: — ^into the soul of Nature no 
cifeated mind can force itself. 

'^ Every tree, plaat» flower, and fruit are, in respect of 
the original power whence their thousand beauties, pro- 



pertiBSy and nunufold Jforms, yet siAlune unii^ einaiuiAed» 
an impenetrable mystery : even the ligh^t of tbe. bia 
which gives to the whole world life and growth^ and 
whose benevolence we all eiyoy, is a power» that no 
naifcuralist has as yet been aUe to comprehend, much 
less explain : shall we therefore cease to look np to, and 
with thankfulness pray to Him who has created it ! 

'^ The precious and glorious, ever visible and innato 
crescentive analogy between the wonders and mysteries 
in Nature, and those of Revelation, is to me a shining 
and exalted evidence that it was the same. God who 
created the one and gave to us the other. Bo4h giea4 
and excellent and the gifts of the same Almighty handL 
There is so much of the elevating, instructive^ and dee* 
l^htfhl in this truth, that I am verily astonished at 
how so many theologians, mistaking the impaassUe, sow 
readied, boundary of human reason, nuike a to-do^ 
about, and desire ta expunge from the Christian B^ 
^on its wonders and myateries. Whcnn would they 
benefit thereby i The philosopher !-^e has always beep 
at loggerheads with himself. The human race i — ^it has 
manifestly found itself, from the cradle to the grave, in 
Bodtk a darkness-visible state, that a during frith is 
indispensable ; for without it, they fall into incredulity 
or superstition. 

^' Is it the Christian Chuxoh, which is firmly esta- 
d2 
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blished on the authority of the Holy Bible, and which 
without that binding and adhesive authority would fall 
to pieces! Yet, as in heaven so on earth, it stands 
written with stellar durability in the Holy Scriptures ; 
and what therein is written, no puny human power can 
obliterate/' So spake our faith-confident King, with 
captivating eloquence ; — after a pause, he thus con- 
tinued: — 

'^ All that I have seen of glorious in life, and how- 
ever much of excellence 1 have found in the books of 
divine authors, is as nothing, compared to the exalted 
sensations I experience when reading the Bible with 
devotion. Everything therein is of another quality. A 
peculiar spirit of certainty and decision, of repose and 
peace, seems to breathe and govern there, — ^and on6 
feels ^ased of the smaller and greater cares of life: 
everything assumes a different aspect^ and one acquires 
imperceptibly a good and refreshed state of mind — 
more stem towards self, and milder towards all the 
world. Every word is truth, and every small sentencel 
is pregnant with ideas. The Sermon on the Mount — 
what a treasure ! why, it contains more wisdom in a 
few pages, than all the folio volumes of ancient and 
modem theologians : — He, the Redeemer of the World; 
who could so, and did so speak, shall He not also have 
told us truth when He spake of His divine nature, and 
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of things which are beyond our clouded and confined 
horizon i and shall we dare to say, because we have not 
seen those things,— rthey are not there i Alas, for the 
poor and daring child of man, who layeth his pigmy 
staff of measurement on the vast and imperishable; 
and who thinks to obtain the purity of light by taking 
up the beams of the world-illumining sun, through the 
rectangular-prowess of the ground and burnished prism 
of his intelligence! — ^yet delighteth in the transient 
and varied colouring of a soapen bubble ! — who to-day 
audaciously challenges, and to-morrow stricken by the 
hand of death, swooningly implores for mercy ! 

'^ Doubtlessly our march of intellect takes but a 
partial view of human nature; for although instruct 
tion of the undeirstandmg, towards the attainment of a 
clear insight into things, be of paramount necessity, yet 
is not that all that is requisite to make good and happy. 
That the heart can alone be improved, and the charac- 
ter ennobled, by extensive iixtelligence, is to me highly 
problematical. 

^' Moral nature has its own laws, and is eccentric in 
its developement and advances— often remarkable in the 
middle and lower classes of spciety — ^amongst whom we 
meet with intellectual and very worthy men, who have 
had little or no mental culture ; but be that as it may, 
certain it is, that every worldly sharpening of the 
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tmderstanding makes keen and egotistical, contracts 
the heart, robs hnmioi nature of its simplicity, fills man 
with cunning and deceit, and too often exterminates 
both truth and faith ; so that, instead of improving by 
inftision of what is called ^ Wisdom,' they have, through 
its operation, become deteriorated, and had, therefore, 
better remained in a rude and uneducated state; — 
neither extreme has worthiness, — both destroy. 

^' Christianity, however, occupies a middle ground, 
and is the only effectual and sure expedient — I mean 
positive Biblical Christianity— that which received in 
faith, takes hold of, ennobles, and forms ihe whole 
man; giving understanding, and heart and thought, and 
will and deed, in an haruKmious and proportional ratio, 
—making wise, and good, and happy; but then, all 
depends on combination and a right perception of the 
matter. 

"Is Christianity adopted after a one-sided manner, 
jiamely, only in as far as it can be made to square 
with the rationality of human intellect, we shall pro- 
duce nothing but cavilling reasoners. Is Christianity 
adopted only on supernatural views, we then originate 
Phantasts, Enthusiasts, Separatists, Mystics, and 
Pietists ; and as the former make all dry and arid, the 
latter scorch and bum up everything ;— neither has 
worthiness,— both are destructive. 
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'^ The due anudgamation of light and warmth is the 
defiideratum. Light for the under&taadingy that man 
may see with cleamees, — and warmth for the heart, 
that it may become good and pure ; for they produce, 
according to the testimony of experiem^e, the most 
abundant measure of acquiescing faith in the Historical 
Chiistus : taught in His sehool, the understanding is 
awakened, sharpened, practised, and satisfied, — and 
inclination for godliness is vouchsafed, without which 
the truth cannot be rightly known and loved. In the 
divine and wonderful sublimity of His Pers(m he cap- 
tivates the heart, and is to it Mediator, Redeemcur, 
and Reconciler. That gratitude and love, so generated, 
become the creative powers which bring about reaem- 
Uance : He, at the same time, giving to all tibose who 
dedicate their lives to Him, and desire to do His com- 
mands in purity and singleness of heart, courage, 
str^igth and comfort ; preparing them for Etemiiy, md 
leading them, vntii tender hand and powerfiol arm, to 
their ultimate destination: such is agreeable to 'tie 
Ward!' and expmence has c(»afirmed it. 

''But," continued the King, on another occasion, 
^ the people of our day desire extremes, and move in an 
opposite direction. They aepaimte and tear that whidi 
in its connection is fitting and con^Iete, and which alome 
in its combined state can produce dasiraUe xesuHs ; as 



40 THE RELIGIOUS LIFE AND OPINIONS 

that takes place in most exalted and blessed things, so 
has the intenial rending trenched on the af&irs of human 
life, and ail has therefore become jogged and shaky. 

'^ Not behindhand is party spirit and factious oppo- 
sition, — ^and Will-be-right is on all sides chief word-, 
swaggerer, therefore does indulgence and reasonable- 
ness disappear, and from all sides one hears nothing 
but rancorous disputation. 

^^By turning from authorities, and each one endea- 
vouring to establish a school of his own, it stands to 
reason that there can no longer exist a firm union- 
point. 

**The object truth has in view vanishes, and all is 
split and separated into a thousand diverging conceits 
and opinions : — that which was of sterling value is no 
longer esteemed, and novelties are set up only to be 
mobbed by fresh novelties : because of the number of 
thinking heads, the end of these struggles is not to be 
clearly seen, and this number is greater now than ever : 
but a mighty One — ^a Hero, who is capable of gathering 
them under his wing, is wanting. He will, however, 
appear. 

^* Had one not preserved the good testimony of former 
days, one might go astray, and make shipwreck of one's 
faith. We, who have had for predecessoris such men as 
Luther, Melanchthon, Gustavus Adolphus, the Great 
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Elector, Newton, Orotius, Spener, Leibnitz, and Haller, 
need not, as their successors, fear the reproach of stu- 
pidity,' for holding firmly to our creed. 

" I have often earnestly meditated on — ^force being 
out .of question — whether some appropriate and efficient 
remedy might not be discovered, by which the evil could 
be let off, and a better state of things produced : to ac- 
complish that end I have had the pre-eminent, and best 
theologians (of course in respect of choosing, I have de- 
pended much on the recommendation of others) sum- 
moned to me, — ^placed them in office, and given them 
good incomes ; but I have not found matters improved 
thereby, — on the contrary, controversies have increased, 
and verily become more audacious. 

" For my own part I am convinced, that, notwith- 
standing the efforts of malicious insolence to degrade 
the character of Christ, and ban His Holy History to 
the province of myths and fable, His Word will lose no 
particle of the eternal life foimd in it, but remain the 
power of God to make blessed those who put their faith 
in Him. 

" For eighteen centuries have the people of the earth 
tfound in it that which their consciences sought and re- 
quired : and His kingdom, founded on the rock of faith, 
hope, and love, needs fear no power pertaining to books 
of sceptical theology, whose authors will have passed 
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sway aad been Ioe^ forgotten, when millkniB of aeoorded 
liearts and tongues shall be acknowledging ^ Jesus, the 
same yesterday, to-day, aad for ever.' " 

That biblical text, together with others of like estab- 
lishing authority, he treasured in his n^emory, and was 
pleased to quote them whenever the changing ideas 
and novel views of the day were tiie subject of ccHsver- 
sation. 

On expressing my joy — ^the King said, ^^Sb(»rtly 
before our passage of the Rhme during Ihe wilier of 
1818, my head quarters being in Frankfort, I heard 
Parson Spiess deliver an excellent New Year's Day 
Secmon £rom that text, and felt greatly edified and sup- 
ported. I would willingly have engaged the faithful man 
for our CaiihedEal Church in Berlin, but he decKned 
leaving his pleasant Fnudfoii;."' 

Howiever exalted and decided was the King's ven^»r 
tion for the Holy Scriptures, yet was he lar from all 
species of kblatry towards it, as possessing holiness in 
its dead letters; the vivifying spirit which pervades it, 
was the all-in-all to him. 

CkHureisant with, and nurtured by it, he disliked all 
faair*i^littiog ^nd microscopic explanatioos, and therein 
Jos views and judgments were free, exalted, and tok- 
jomt : not wfibhR»it a savour of trony he recounted '*" how, 
wiien he was m Hdiand, he heaxd a Patch Pomine 
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jHnBselir— ^0 expounded every word of his text ^evea to 
the conjunctions and articles^ and then elaboratdy 4iB- 
eofised what quality of stones those were on which 
Christ stood when before Pontius Pilate, in the great 
hall of the palaoe — pronouncing them to be mosaic !^' 

The worthy Parson Engel sent me his weU-known 
^Selections from the Bible," enclosmg at the same 
thne a copy for his Majesty, which he requested me to 
present; — doing so the King asked me ^^ what I tiioagkt 
of such extracts in general?" AcoordiBg to my con- 
viction, I replied, " Not much ; ttoy appear to me of 
doubtful ben^t ; and as they must of necessity partake, 
ffiore or less, of the epitomizer's views, a natural con- 
sequence would be, that ihat which might be higUy 
^ued by one person will be lightly este^ned by ano- 
tiier;— that one Tehieiontly moves the smallest Gif&Be 
from a time-honoured temple — looking on the oomfoined 
whole as a sacred thing, to be praserved a$ it is. 

''In the case of extracts, the most beauti&i and 
glorious texts are often found amidst others of appa- 
T^itly less consequence, like bright stars, giving the ap- 
^profnria;te suid neceiSBary light to all adjoining; yet, ta^MAi 
from the context, theraselvies become too often dark. 
Hnfebnd, in his '' Macrobioties,"' treatkg of ^ysieal 
dymaent, tiirows o«it the quistcwMinees as nothing vroxth. 
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Shall the soul, then, be efficiently nurtured by such ex- 
tracted qumtessences ?^ 

A few weeks afterwards, the King said, ^^ Upon the 
whole you may be right ; but the Bible extracts of 
Parson Engel, who appears to be a pious, evangelical 
man, please me nevertheless. 

^^ I like, when the cause don'^t suffer thereby, the com- 
pendious.*" He ordered several copies to be forwarded 
to him for distribution, and presented the compiler a 
<sostly snuff-box, accompanied by a friendly letter — 
who, on his part, gave the value, in coin, to the poor 
of his parish. So lived in the soul of his Majesty, by 
all his firm and positive decisions, void of heart-con- 
tractedness, a serene breadth of view ; and he valued 
with liberality, that which is good, wherever found; 
-^for inasmuch as his sight was firm, so was it tran- 
quil and embracing. 

He once said to me, '^ Whence come the startling 
differences which I often discover in the interpretations 
of the theologians, not only in subordinate but even in 
fundamental points T' I replied, "If you will rightly 
understand the Holy Writings, they must be read in the 
same spirit in which they are written: The best e;(- 
pounder of the Bible is the Bible. The Old and New 
Testaments must be read as a testamentary documentrr- 
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that is to say, as the testament of a father; not as a 
lawyer would be wont to do, viz* to discover a flaw, — ^but 
as a son who thankfully inherits.^' — '^ Ei, Ei !"" said the 
King, '^ that's a charming idea ! "" Then archly smiling, 
he said, ^^ Did you draw that from your own well!". 
^^ No," was my answer ; ^^ I have to thank my memorable 
and worthy teacher professor. Dr. Knapp, of Halle, for 
it !'' With indescribable kindness^he fixed his eyes on 
me, put his hand on my shoulder, and said in an affec- 
tionate tone, " Do you see, to-day brings forth the fruit 
of what was planted in youth ; — a charming idea ! I mHII 
bear it in mind/^ 

That the King, possessing such an unbounded vene-* 
ration for the Holy Writings, should be with heart and 
soul an Evangelical Protestant Ohristian, requires no 
assurance. 

Dr. Martin Luther'^s translation of the Bible was, td 
him, on account of its clearness, pith, and unction, a 
great and perfected masterpiece : also in respect of the 
German language, which reigns there in all its native 
fulness. 

In that translation, which is at the same time satisfac- 
tory to the scholar, and intelligible to the people; more- 
over, true-hearted and simple, exalted and forcible, — ^he 
Saw the presence of the finger of God. " Luther's tri* 
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laaaj^ is visiUe in hje trannlatinn ; to have aacomptiahai 
wkiob^ ha imist hare been under tha giudanoe aad ii^ 
fiMDce of the Holy Obost* There ia no greater hamaa 
adnavement beneath the son. Luthor is to be seen in 
every Una ! — there he is as he lived and mored ! — ^tha 
vuT^represeDtative^ and true type of Gtecman national 
dbacaeter. He has thrown into, his transhitioa the overr 
§mnag German heart, — and through its straightforward* 
ness of es^ession^ may be discovered the righteousness 
of the natter. 

(^ One is pleased to speak of the advancement made in 
our times, — I am not unmindful of it ; but I must say 
that all subsequent translations of the Bible, down to the 
very hst and newest, are, as compared wit& Luther's, 
wishy-washy and flat : the pithy and sententious form ha 
has given to its contents, cannot be surpassed, — so that 
his translation is, and ever must remain, the palladium 
of the Germanic Evangelical Church." 

Next to the introduction of Christianity, the. Eong 
held the Reformation to be the greatest and most im* 
portant worldly circumstance: he kept his eyes filled 
thereon with true veneration. 

With the liveliest interest, he not only read, but pen* 
dered over its sources ; and that portion of its history 
connected with his house and country, he knew in an 
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especial msnner, reraemberii^ erery name and daito; 
indeed, his memory was so capacionB and truatwoetlKjr; 
iteit he nefyer enred in those particufans. 

With purest ambition he preserved, one may say, the 
Protestant saoredness of his crown : and what, he ao- 
quired in that respeet from one of his favourite prede- 
cessors, — ^the Great Elector! — whose faifch, operatbna^ 
deeds^ and blessed end, he knew even to the smallest de* 
tail, — ^he carried in his bosom as a sacred inheritaaee. 

In no case was difference of opinion so die^aeang to 
him, as on that point ; and he made an end of every ad- 
verse observation rehrtive to the. Eketor, in a manner 
very unusuai with him, ^^ Ei, what, I know better f 

On no suligeot did he feel himself so exalted, . and 
electric, as at thought of filling, in virtue, of his political 
power and position, the elevated office of prdiector of the 
Evangelical Churdh, in Evangelical Germany : so susr 
c^iUe was he on that, score, that he felt discomposedi 
when, on occamcm of the apfuroaching Third Secular 
Festival of the R^ormation, in 1817, it waa publicly r&* 
ported that other Evangdical couniries were aboat to 
excel him in reject of the Church ordinances to be de- 
served on that occasion : to be beforehand with them, he 
commissioned me in the morning to elaborate a pro- 
gramme on the subject, requiring it to be fini^ed by 
the evening of the same day ; and was not a little vexed^ 
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because I did not, and in fact could not, get it ready 
before the third day. 

When one reflects on the important didly business 
that rested on his shoulders, the multitude of new works 
from all parts of Germany that were sent to him, and 
the incessant interruption, unavoidably connected with 
his exalted position, — ^it appears almost impossible — ^yet 
is it true to the letter — ^that he could have carefully 
studied and digested the writings of the great Refor- 
mers,— especially Luther and Melanchthon. 

The Excerpta, which he drew out in reference to 
Church Constitution, and for easier inspection brought 
into synchronical Tables himself, filled whole quires of 
folio. Having been summoned to his presence one day, 
i found the King busily employed thereon, and being 
already in the same room, was advised by the assistant 
to wait a little. His Majesty's table was covered with 
Luther's works. He carefully turned over some, leaf 
after leaf, in search of what it appeared he could not 
find. Ignorant of my being present, he read sometimes 
aloud, sometimes otherwise, then asked himself, '* Shall 
I not find it presently !^ When iafter about an hour he 
foiind what he sought, he cried out in a paroxysm of joy, 
« Ha ! I've got it at last !— Excellent ! excellent !" 

Well acquainted with all that Luther purposed, did, 
and arranged, even to the details, — ^he was angry when 
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forced to read in theological writings,, opinions relative 
to that great Reformer,, the very reverse of what he 
knew, and had found in Luther ; when that occurred he - 
would shout out "Ignoramuses! they would in- 
struct me in Luther." 

Versed as he was in the establishment, and eccle-- 
siastical' institutions of the first century of the Church 
according to the records of Scripture— especially the 
Acts of the Apostles, — ^and taught through Professor 
Dr. Neander's writings on Church History : he had 
acquired a clear insight into the spirit and tendency 
of the Reformation ; and he looked to it as the great 
work for restoring what Christ and his Apostles had 
preached and ordained: — Actively to labour for the 
promotion thereof, he acknowledged and felt to be his 
calling and duty. 

Familiar with the cheerful blessings which flowed 
from private devotion, the King was nevertheless a warm 
reverer of public worship on Sundays. He and his 
family regularly attended the same, and he knew how 
to remove all circumstances that could prove a hin- 
drance. " Sunday," said he, " governs the week ; and 
were I not to go to church I should fail of my solemn 
Sabbath feeling, consequently lose the essence of the 
day." He, the much occupied and continually sought, 
could find the necessary tdme, — and was ever pimc- 

E 
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tml to the mionte. Tlie labrnnunniMBS displayed bfifaei 
civil oflkers he emphsticaUy hhrnied^ — ^and apology of' 
'^ifrant of time/* he deeignaied '* a miserable exouae, hep- 
hind which lurked the true canse, indi£krence: that the^ 
time spent at church was far from lofirfj— -on the contraiT^' 
it edified, refreshed, strengthened, and rendered one 
more efficiently capable for future labours.^ He was 
well pleased to see his attendants fellow his example— 
and none of his family dared be missing. He fiarbade 
all )3uch species of trading as could profane the Suaday,-— 
and made, in consequ^sce of increased pleasure^bun^ii^ 
on Sundays and high festivals, the church- police regiD^ 
lotions more stringent'; but there the matter rested, 
for he never allowed himself directly or indirectly to use 
compulsion, — ^well knoifdag that force made hypocrites ; 
and hypocrisy was to him one of the worst of impieties* 

^nierefore he put no value on imitaiic»i of his own 
church-going example, when it appeared to be a pmv 
posed imitation ; on the contrary he espressed hamself . 
with severity on that score, — " They are much mistaken, 
if they think to attract my favour by th^ churdi^^ing; 
— ^wben such does i»>t flow £rom spiritual interest therein, 
and love of the matter, no benefit wiyil proceed there- 
from, — 'twere better dropped, if the hemt is not in itT 

The constancy and stea^utness with, which the.re^ 
cpectable middle daas of the peo^vding to the pariah. 
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cslinrch, and renuula invariably faaihfiil. to - their paster 
and cure of souls, pleased him much. To a clargymaiL 
who had such good fortune, he said, '^ I rejoice to see 
that you have so many oome-again heareia and oobh- 
mtutteants ! '*'* 

On the other hand, he disUked the changing and' 
choosing whimminess oi the. l%her radks, — ^and' he. 
sharply reproved those who ran from church to church^ 
aa the breeze of public approbation set in favour of 
this or that preacher: ^^^tis nothing," added he, ^'but 
the titillations of curiosity — as with theatrical repre* 
saltation: shocking! shocking P 

On occasion of my aakdng him if he had yet hoards 
the newly ordained clergyman in Berlin preach, who had 
caused such general sensation? be answered, '^Noi. 
yet ; I shall let the firat wild water run off, then wiQ 
the surface be more calm ; I am well acquainted mtb . 
that sort of thing ! " 

He was himself a constant attendant at church, even 
when the weather proved most mykvourable. One^ 
stormy December forenoon he found the church nearly 
on^pty, but in the evening, the theatres* full to^ 
overflowing, although ^t^^^is a drifting snow-'falt. He^ 
felt much grieved thereat^ and- expressed himself so^- 
repeatedly. From that time he hdd as invalid, ;aIL 
• SteFnfiMM^ 
b2 
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excuses for neglect of public worship founded on the 
weather. 

Until the commencement of his reign, it was usual 
for the Prussian Court, as well as other courts con- 
nected with it by relationship, to have private worship 
performed in their respective palaces. For that pur- 
pose, and for divine service in the Berlin Cathedral, 
sis ecclesiastics had permanent appointments. 

Frederick William III. disapproved of, and altered 
that arrangement, declaring it to be an abuse ; — '* For 
the Church of Christ," said he, '^ is the property and 
sanctuary of every member of Christianity of what- 
soever degree, — and public worship amidst assembled 
parishioners of all ranks and classes, is infinitely more 
edifying, exalting, and awakening, than separate wor- 
ship. Public and collective worship brings more for- 
cibly home to the heart, how near akin man is to man 
— and that there is something loftier and higher, in 
which we all, without reference to rank and station, are 
connected with equal right by one holy communion. 

"Proud separation is every where, but more so in such 
places, excessively unbecoming and unfitting : those who 
for a short time are the great of this earth will know 
no other heaven than the poor man's heaven, — ^in their 
awn hearts will each one fiiid it." 

But in what manner did he appear when attending 
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publicly, divine service ? — not with pomp and bustle, not 
adorned by star or order, not attended by a brilliant 
suite — ^but on foot, surrounded by his children, medi- 
tative, and simply clad, as a true Christian, whose hur 
mility was even outwardly visible. 

He admired the proverb. Watch thy foot when thou 
goest to the house of God, remembering that thou 
comest there to worship. When he had reached his 
accustomed pew, and inwardly prayed, there was a 
mild expression of deep veneration before God, visible, 
not only in his open, noble countenance, but also in 
his position and demeanour. 

He stood, sat, and listened — not as a king, but 
as a man — ^a Christian who felt the necessity of God's 
grace. He was punctual as the clock, and ever in 
church before the service commenced : on one occasion, 
however, he was behindhand, and I waited for his 
arrival from five to ten minutes ; on his entering I gave 
the organist notice by ringing the vestry bell.; — the: 
service over, he sent Colonel von Witzleben, to inform 
me, "The King was hindered on his way to churcli 
by arrival of a courier with despatches,— that his 
Majesty thanked me for my attention in waiting 
until his arrival, but that should such case re-happen, 
never .to do so again: — for he held that the many> 
should not and ought not to wait for the. (me, anil 
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ihftt m 'tiie ehurdi, lie only wished to be cdn riJ e rod 
«iA simple member of tbe pandi eoimnmity/' 

It wsB easy aad i^eeaUe enoa^ to presdi befero 
vKh-ti master. Hie sermon to please him eoaU aat 
be too clear, too simf^e, too impressife, seriptmal, 
fwntted, and fraiik. With a pious composedaess of 
fmnd lie was on all oeeasioius a. most attaitive listeiicr» 
«Dd as hb jadgment with respeet to tbe ddivered 
•ddrsBsss was eorreet and fimdamental, so was it ever 
sf 'the mildest. What he sought <for, was religions 
edifieation aad«treBgtdteniiig, and that he fomid in tiie 
explanation and practical f^plieatimi of the l^))ieal 
text : synthetical oratory disgusted him. It was not awe 
of royalty and regal parades — ^for finr distant was the 
King, his &mily,'and retimie from any species of bustle, 
pomp, or theatrical show, in their participation m the 
public worship of God : on the contrary it was his high 
earnestness, his quiet attentixm to the holy subject, 
and his example,"-^hich cansed the peaceful devotion 
and elevation so yisible in the ever numerous •assembh^ 
dT the parishioners, during the whole service. l%e 
tiiought and c^msebusness that they were met in :a 
IfOiy ]^ace for general edification, with their irevered 
anddearfy loved eountryls King and father, aeted on 
o p siy heart; and every one, ihe distmguished as the 
iMest,1felt hims^ pixmsty raised and viviied. 
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TluB 'ims raose particiik% <ibflervaMe At the celebca- 
iion of the Lord's Supper m Good Friday, afterwuds 
^ehanged to Maundy Thursday, when tibie King, Us 
'house, and the parishioners, communicated in common:*^ 

'He termed the Eucharist *^a concentrated Christen- 
dom in its most inly appropriation^" and to hhn it 
iniS'BO* 

Is any one intent en a matter, his appearance indi- 
cates his earnestness ; and the deep interest the Xing 
took in the celebration of the Holy Sacrament showed 
its^in lineaments of peace, mildness, and desire :— over 
his form and face was suffiised the glory of devotion. 

In the forty-eighth year of my official duties — on occa- 
sion of my administering the holy elements— ^I was most 
instructiy^ly and agreeably led to contemplate the fea- 
tures of the ' pious communicants of all ranks and sexes, — 
tiie deep feeling and sacred awe 6f the haUowed service 
was to be read in every countenance. Klopstock deaig- 

* On that day it is nothing uncommon for 1200 persons to 
communicate : two clergymen officiate, and the communicants a^ 
WBee to the altar by oghts. The bread naed^is white unleavened 
wheaten, which obviates the necessity of the wafer, and the here- 
tofore Calvinist and Lutheran partake of the elements according to 
the usage of their churdies,— ^Ihe former taking the bread and cop 
torn- the deigyiaan in his own hand— the latter receiving both ihe 
bread and wine in his lips from the clergyman's hand. Without 
mentioning their faith, the clergyman is made aware of their desirtt 
by their motions.— Tb. ;; 



;Bf6 THE BELlGIOqa LIFE AND OPINIONS 

Dated the te^r of thankfulness and repentance, Of love 
and desire, dedicated to the Redeemer ; standing in.th^ 
eye of the Christian in the hallowed moment of being 
united to Him in the ceremony of the Lord's Supper, 
— ^to be ^'the most beautiful and sublime expression of 
human nature/' I shall never forget, however impossiUe 
to describe, the comfort-bringing sign of pure piety deve^ 
loped by the King, when standing before his Saviour at 
the communion-table, receiving . the hallowed cup, and 
consecrated bread. 

His full blue eye swimming in heart's emotion, glanced 
upwards, adoring the Almighty with humility and confi- 
dence of heart ; visibly evidencing that what he wished 
he strove for — what he sought he found. Then did a 
holy stillness reign throughout the crowded church, and 
every heart's beat was for him, and every look was affec- 
tionately directed towards him, supplicating from on 
high blessings on his honoured head. 

When amidst the parishioners he knelt before the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, not the most abject 
of his subjects could display more upright and humble 
adoration ; and he to whom it had become a necessity 
and second nature, in all and every thing to be true and 
honest, received from the power of Christianity "the 
powers of. the world to come."* 
• Hebrews. 
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As a characteristic feature in respect of this holy 
matter I cannot refrain from offering another anecdote. 
When I presented to his Majesty the formula * rehtive 
to the ceremony of the Lord's Supper, he at the end of 
the same, and immediately before the communion, wrote 
the following inviting and precious words, '* Come unto 
me all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and. I will 
refresh you. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, 
for I am meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls, for my yoke is easy and my burthen is 
light." 

To take part in the public service and its holinesses, 
which had become an indispensable necessity with the 
King, was painfully disturbed and for. a long time sush 
pended, owing to the fracture of his leg. bone, on the 
14th of December, 1826.-f- Naturally susceptible of 
changes in the weather, this susceptibility increased 
since his misfortune, and he became very subject to 
colds and rheumatism : although recovered, !he felt 
much weakness in the injured leg; so much so that 
the doctors recommended him to forego his attendance 
at church, at least during the winter months.: but with- 

* It has ever since formed part of .the liturgy, still, holding: the 
place assigned to it by the King, as above. — T^, 

t It was in the palace that the King broke his leg— descend- 
ing a carpeted staircase, his spur got hampered therein, and, he 
feB.— T». 
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wtbiB tshnrchand its ooM8(ilaiionB,.lie'COfiild.nQt exist. 
Bcoig'OjniiLuiHMd to* gxv6 up pidblic'iiCDnitip, he '^^^'^^^ 
to enjoy Us d<«ie8iic p erfgri Ba ace Banomded by 'Us 
%uiiily smd honsehidd, and tfaer^sre ocdesed a ehapd 
to be fitted up in a xoom of tlie paiaoe adjacent to .Us 
efaamfaer. 

Tke Inll ^selected (for that fiunfly moxship ncus .a 
midcffing sboed oblong ; which being ananged, a spirit 
of peaoe and devotion oaoie over erefy one who trod its 
ierra sancta. The hi^ ^thic windows admitted the 
light, softened and sombred through the stained ghas 
B^piesentations of holy subjects. The floor was carpeted, 
and had abont forty ehahs equally divided, on each aide 
the approach to the desk, that the sexes ni%ht sit apart. 
At the furtfaerend was the altar, on which were the Holy 
BiUe, the Prayer Book, and a crucifix between two h^h 
candleaticka; over the altar hung the '^ Eece homo ^\of 
Baphael, and before the altar stood the desk covered 
with velvet. The hall of worship required no oi^gan, for 
in the adjoining room, whidi op^ied with folding dooss, 
fuere atational the choir, consisting of aix men and six 
boys, who sa^g the liturgical Hynuis under the direction 
of: an ^approved musician,, the small congregation joining 
in. When the ICing became sufficiently convalescent to 
kanchis raom, and the;prepaEations wiaxe completed; J 
was commanded to open the chapel in presence of inm- 
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mHU and fionily, ^bjrif«rfinming the *fint dmne mttmb 



•It fasonaftetbgyiBMnmcabfe, BMred Boknuuaiiioa*; 
«ii inpartant epoch in^tke KiBg's Kfe, and dMoneteiiotic 
tjf luerfediiigs and inteDtions. I tookffor my textike 
svpoids of JodHia, *^ I «Qd ^no^ kmne, we;MnIl' acrve :tbe 
.Lord/' and it gsre iiie*an 'apt opportumty to ezpreas 
mditectly all we feH 'towaids fak Miyeety ; — ^there act 
the rojal lather^ surrounded bj his-ISniiily and attend- 
ants in earnest meditation — iMMlbly » hringi n g the aaeri- 
Soe of thanks to a protedang and graetooB God ^ho 
had resoaed him oat 6T great bodily danger, aid 
solemnly dedicating himself and 'home anew, to the 
liOrd of hosts. 

'TI» King's palace became* a peaceful temple of God, 
the nation's father a venerated patriar^, he and fiis 
ISumly patterns for all the people,— and the soft notes 
tsS pious psalmody there raised, souxtded as from seolian 
harps tinroughout our'Tather'-land. 

TFhe King's heart was much coniforted by the cere- 
mony. *'Now am I," .said he, ''more at home in my 
house, since I have^a dafiebthorein H-4dt me have.^ 
copy oT this initiation sermon— 1 wHl put it amongst 
B|y fiunil^.memoranda.^ 

"Be made me a presentxirthat occasion df' a *s]^Ien8i9Iy 
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bound copy of the Bible,* and spoke delightfully on its 
precious contents, saying, ^* It has for every occurrence 
in life an aptly analogous fact, and an applicable passage. 
It is the holy Book of Life, for life-: truly all depends on 
taking a right view of the matter." He continued, ''It 
will give me great pleasure to hear that you make use 
of this Bible for church. and home," — at the. same time, 
accompanying the gift with a look and motion of his 
hands, which seemed to say, I give to one I love that 
which I most dearly prize. 

Divine service was performed in the Chapel Royal 
every Sunday and festival day during the winter months. 
The royal children worshipped there also, but never all 
together, because it was the King's command that they, 
being young and healthy, should frequent the public 
church. Relatives and other princely visitors; his 
consort, the Princess of Liegnitz,f and her small court ; 
his old and tried friend the first chamberlain^ Prince von 
Wittgenstein; the chief steward, von Schilden, who 
had >been his constant and even-tempered attendant, 

* The King was a great admirer of the English Prayer Book^ a 
copy of which always lay on his writing table. — ^Tb. 

t The Countess Augusta Harrock, a noble. lady of Bohemia, to 
whom the King was married in the Chapel in Charlottenburg, 
having created her Princess of liegnitz, a small dukedom ifi 
Silesia : there, are no-children resulting from that marriage.— Tb. 



OP FBBDSBICK WILLIAM OX. 61 

during good and evil fortune; the gentlemen of the 
Cabinet ; the adjutant, physician, &c. &c. ; formed the 
little community, from which none of his household were 
excluded : — strangers were, however, not admitted. 

When the King recovered and felt stronger, his 
desire and love for public worship in common with his 
Christian people, returned. 

Participation in the Lord's Supper was to him, what 
it is, and should be, — ^a holy communion, a Christian 
association, a public solemn avowal, a symbolical opera- 
tion, by which the communicant most intimately feels 
himself connected with the Christian Church, and its 
Head and Founder. Also it was to him a heartfelt want, 
to indicate to all his subjects how deeply and firmly he 
held himself connected with them through the holy bands 
of Christianity — ^and how he more especially looked for 
blessings from that sublime and spiritual communion.* 

Would that I were able to communicate all he said 
on that subject, in the even, simple, and concise manner 
it flowed from his lips ! 

True to his convictions and feelings, he made known, 
in the Spring of 1828, that he purposed participating in 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper with the United 
congregation, in the Court and Garrison Church, on 

* Suiting it to the prejudices of the Lutherans^ was the greatest 
difficulty his reformation experienced. 
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Mftimdy Tlmrad&y. The weatiier waa still xaw, ooU, 
aad stoFiny — ae mueh sei, that the dootora. adi4aed him 
to postpone his visit to the chnrch, more piurticidarl^ as 
he had had a reaewed attadi of rhei]ixiatisiiL;.iaoreoyer5 
Dr. Hufelaiid* begged of me to ccHiibine my remon- 
steaaces mth hia to that effect* It was lu^ed that the 
church air was damp, and would prove detrimental to 
himy in the yet delicate state of his health- — ^but to no 
purpose ; for a few days before Maundy Thursday, the 
King required that I should acccMnpany him < to the 
church; — having entered, he said, "I do not find.it 
damp/' he therefore maintained his determiaatioa of 
communing publicly, to the great joy of the town 
aad parishioners — ^to the fearful anxiety of his family 
and those about him. 

The service on. Maundy Thursday began at 9 o'clock, 
and continued until 12 ; the King in earnest devotional 
feelings, remained standing the whole time, even to the 
^id. All beii^ over, he said, ''Even as the partioir 
pation in the Holy Sacrament has profited me, so abe 
has the sight of the numerous communicants truly 
edified and comforted me, — ^undoubtedly I do not feel 
myself bodily well — but a small saerifice on my part waa 
justly due to mypeople.'" 

* The couxt physidaiif^a. very celabtated aad-xnuch honooMd 
man.— Tr. 
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Tbe doetora were right, — what tbBgr had feaced and 
porognostieated eosoedy — ^the King beeaisa Trorse,- and 
kepi his room for several weeka^ Truty, after that timey* 
he regularly attended church in Sunuaer- and Autumoa 
nAen. the weather was mild — bat in consequence of 
iMereaaing auscq»tibility of odbl, he did not take the. 
Sacrament again within the walls of the church, but to 
the end of his life in the Palace Chapel. 

From 1829 the Kii^ vouchsafed me increase of per* 
sonal confidence, and placed me in the intimate position 
of a so-called father confessor* — in the purest evange- 
lical s«ise of the word. 

So soon as the human heart becomes duly impressed 
with the importance of religion, it naturally feels the 
isecessity of some one with whom it can commune in an 
open and confidential mann^ on its most holy concerns* 
Every one^ who is not a mere respecter of forms^ and 
observer of ceremonies, but who desires, loves, and seeks 
the holy matter ; cannot keep the bos(»a locked. during, 
such spiritual yearnings and strivings, — ^he must c^n ta 
some one. Beservedness stifles, free communication nur- 
tures, the holy flame. Every Chvistiaa has, and the best 
the most, in the changing circnmstaaces which sway 
outward aad internal life, alternations of mind, . when 
pereeptioo is now clearer, now darker, — his faith new> 
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stronger, now weaker, — ^his courage now buoyant, now 
feeble. Subject to a thousand impressions, and assailed 
by temptations, which changing form meet us in every 
situation and at every age ; — ^there arise, as out of myste- 
rious abysses, doubts and enigmas that darken Heaven 
and dismay the soul. Think we one enemy is overcome, 
we unexpectedly find ourselves beset by others re- 
quiring renewed conflict. Often do we lose in a short 
moment the good which we have slowly, and with 
trouble acquired. 

The real Christian is never wholly satisfied with him- 
self — and the further he is advanced in godliness, the 
deeper is his sorrow on account thereof. 

No one is free from self-reproach and remorse, and 
every heart accessible to lifers changing snares, has the 
gnawing worm within. We all crouch beneath some 
burden — and where so borne as not to be obvious to 
others, 'tis often heaviest. Every one requires 
strengthening and stirring up— encouraging and esta- 
blishing. 

So does it ebb and flow in the human heart, whether 
under stars and ribands, or the ploughman's frock : — 
man, as man, is everywhere the same. 

Truly, insight into the workings of our innermost, can 
only be accorded to a confidential and familiar friend; 
therefore when we would openly and candidly lay bare 
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our whole hearths weaknesses, and secret sorrows, its 
struggles and repentances^^-^the holy seal of inviolable 
silence is indispensable. The godly, can confide, only 
in the godly; — ^religious reciprocity, alone sanctions un- 
conditional confidence. 

From such general and humane point of view, the 
ddctrine of the Holy Scriptures proceeds relative to 
the moral necessity of confession of sins, — ^and the 
Churches desire^ that confession be an ordinance at the 
celebration of the Lord^s Supper. 

Verily, the early and later Fathers of the Christian 
Church knew its force, and the construction of the 
human heart, when they enjoined confession as the 
power of the spiritual cure of souls. Certes, it is not a 
sacrament, as are Baptism and the Lord's Supper, 
nevertheless it may be received as a holy ordinance 
of the Church. 

The reader will not be angry at my having dilated on 
the subject of confession, when I inform him that the 
foregoing, in its extent and meaning, contains almost to 
the letter the deceased King's ideas and wishes. 

In the year 1831, he had me called to his cabinet, 
and then handed me a document of two folio sheets, 
wholly concocted and written by himself, — ^bearing the 
antique title, "On the Power of the Keys, or, the 
Binding and Loosening Powers of the Church." 
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Having read it throng attentively, the Ejng, after 
referring to Luther, and making several quotations from 
his writings, — expressed a wish to see energetic special 
confession agam introduced^ instead of (what he termed) 
'' dutt^ general confession ;" — ^when he had ended his re- 
marks, he desired to know my opinion. 

Taken by surprise as to the whole subject matter, 
I replied to the best of my ability — ^ The idea in itself 
was excellent, and carried with it the principles of a 
greater Church-vitality than existed at present; — ^but 
inasmuch as it grasped deeply into the present order of 
things, many obstacles would be raised to hinder its car- 
rying out ; — ^and that it presumed a state of the Church 
decidedly di£ferent from what it is at present. 
^ "That in the provinces where the Presbyterian 
Synodical Constitution exists, such as Qeves, Julich, 
Berg, and Mark, — the Church-vitality proceeding in a 
great degree from the parishioners themselves, the 
introduction would be easily effected; — ^but, wherever 
the Royal Consistorial Constitution reigned, it would be 
attended by difficulties : that the whole affiiir attacked 
the tenderest points of the people's religious feelings ; 
that nothing could be effected by compulsion ; and 
moreover, I feared the higher grades of society would 
prove the least acquiescent. 

"In such case an opposite remilt might occur, 
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whereby lukewammeflB ia zefipect of the Lord's Supper 
would be increaaed. 

'* That the present state of things is not what it 
ought to be, and lefk much to be wished for ; yet it had 
this preference — that all who conununed, did so from free 
determination and heart-interest. That in the present 
state of things, neither external honour nor dishonour is 
connected with the partic^Miting in the Sacrament as 
now ordained, or the staying away; — that, .notwith- 
standing each person followed his own views, the comr 
municants were very numerous in town and country 
parishes, on Sundays and great festival days. 

''My chief doubts, however, arose from the con- 
dition of the clergy itself — especially the younger por- 
tion; inasmuch as special confession, to be what it 
should be, and effect its object, — ^would require much 
personal staidness, a full measure of experience, know- 
ledge of mankind, and adroit wisdom, such as few 
possess^ — ^GEiiling in those respects, the matter would 
beeome offensive." 

Although the King heard me quietly and allowed me 
to finish— he nevertheless admitted not my representa- 
tion to be of value. 

" Luther,"" said he, "was better informed; will you 
contradict him l^ I replied, '' That cannot and will not 
enter the head of any of our Church, — the best of whom 

f2 
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is not worthy to untie the shoe-latchets of that great 
man : but of this I am sure, — ^were Luther now, in the 
nineteenth century, standing before your Majesty, as he 
courageously and confidently stood before the Emperor in 
the sixteenth, he would on this subject, as on many 
others, alter his opinion/' 

With displeasure the King rejoined, *' Those are ima- 
ginary ideas — ^you know I dislike empty talk ! " Then in 
a sonorous tone, he said, " You would have me drop the 
whole matter — ^that which I have so greatly at heart T' 

"Not so," I replied, after taking breath; "would to 
God that that whichi your Majesty contemplates and 
would willingly give the Church, could be brought 
about ; Christendom would then be better off; but as 
things are, the public is not attuned and ripe for such 
a measure. 

" The good intentioned matter requires, in the first 
place, adroit introduction and wide promulgation. I 
would propose its being submitted to the Minister of 
Church Affairs and Oeneral Instruction, von Altenstein, 
and his suffrage required." 

" Good,'' replied the King; "speak with him, and give 
him my project." He then dismissed me ; but scarcely 
had I left the room when the door was re-opened, and 
as if the King had in the elapsed moment felt the pos- 
sibility of having caused me pain, he said, " You may as 
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well take your dinner with me to-day !"" — a short and. 
characteristic trait, again demonstrating how earnest- 
ness and mildness, firmness and tenderness, harmonized 
in his heart. If on the one hand he feared no man — so, 
on the other, he would be the cause of sadness to none ; 
and did he surmise it possible, owing to some rash 
remark, his heart dictated immediate reparation. 

Next day I conversed with the minister von Alten- 
stein on the King's project, who, althou^ he expressed 
himself edified and rejoiced, as respected the importance, 
and the noble object to be attained ; nevertheless it was 
visible on his countenance, that he keenly felt the mani- 
fold difficulties and hinderances that would oppose its 
accomplishment. 

Yon Altenstein was quick-thoughted and long-sighted 
in respect of discovering, estimating, and comparing 
the adverse strength which every improvement has to 
struggle with. 

Having passed through manifold official duties, he was 
much experienced, — knew the world and mankind well, 
and proofed every arising change with great carefulness ; 
in fact, he often weighed and pondered so long before he 
decided, that his caution verged on timidity. 

Animated by a lively interest for knowledge and the 
arts, he had acquired almost universal information, and 
in most departments of state affairs he was well versed. 
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Between him and the King, the messenger had a dtf- 
ficult task to perform; and many a time, urged by them 
both, I have not known what to do, or what to leave 
midone-*-what to commmiicate or what to withhold, — 
so that the intended beneficial object might not suffer. 

The King was concise, firm, and peremptory, — ^the 
minister prosy, hypothetical, and procrastinating. Often 
when the elaboration of a cabinet resolve has been 
entrusted to me, I have striven and struggled to hit on 
the right and mediatory adjustment ; and on my many 
years^ laborious career relative thereto, now that it is 
ended, I can look back to the time with inward satisfac- 
tion — conscious that I have often, by my management, 
rendered useful service to both parties, as well as to 
the good cause agitated. 

The difficulties and anxieties attendant on such a go- 
between position were made bearable, and the mediatory 
feelings practicable, owing to the purity of both the 
King and his minister's intentions. 

Whenever their views, judgments and measures were 
divergent, their strivings ever converged towards the 
same object ; and valued and beloved as Altenstein was 
by the King, he maintained his position, though some- 
times experiencing momentary sadness, — on the whole 
he was well supported, and favourably received to the 
end of his life. 
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No one could haye served his King and country wiih 
more trustworthiness, devotion, persevering and enduring 
labour than did Altenstein ; and his memory is respected 
for his many good acts, — such as beneficial foundations 
and originations, which the present and future genera- 
tions are, and will be, thankful for. 

It is not to be denied that von Altenstein's circum- 
spection, and doubting, proved at times veiy trouble- 
some and limiting to the King and his affiurs : yet 
more than once very serviceable. 

Many a Church matter did our beloved Sovereign 
think of easy execution when his heart was warm 
on the subject, which, by the existing spirit of con- 
tradiction pervading all ranks, foreboded much oppo- 
sition. Although the King honoured liberty of thought 
and freedom of conscience, leaving them unmeddled 
with; on the other hand, when he found the ways 
impassable and locked, which he expected would be open 
and lead to the accomplishment of the good object 
he purposed, the beneficial effects of which he had made 
clear to his own mind, he grew firetful and out of 
humour ; — ^under such circumstances I have often heard 
him say, " It can't be borne ! — It's enough to drive 
one mad ! — It is as though mankind were struck with 
blindness !'' Still, with him it did not happen as it has 
happened many times with other Rulers, who possessed, 
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as fixed ideas, — obstinacy and tenaciousness ; (a dan- 
gerous state of things ^hen combined with power ;) for 
the totality of his character came into operation, and 
therein lay safety and strength. 

Even so in this instance ; for after numerous written 
and viva voce debates, — ^he, becoming dubious through 
the doubts and remonstrances of his minister von Alten- 
stein, allowed the projected idea of changing general 
confession into special confession, and the thereto con- 
nected alteration in Church discipline, to fall to the 
ground for the present; — but by no means did he 
abandon his intention. 

Although it was not mooted afterwards, the circum- 
stance could not well be omitted in these character- 
istics; and his treasuring it in his own bosom with 
ahnost rigid earnestness, clearly proves, how important 
the King held the matter, and how deeply he had dived 
into it ; — ^moreover, how warmly he had at heart — ^not 
only the outward which strikes the eye — ^but the inward 
increase, of the spiritual prosperity of the Church. That 
which for all he had not been able to accomplish, he 
held beneficial for himself, and hesitated not to adopt 
it, in purity of thought, and noble uprightness. 

What, in reference to this matter, I witnessed during 
the last twelve years of his life, owing to the gracious 
confidence he vouchsafed me whenever I officiated at the 
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sacramental table in the Palace Chapel, and what I 
heard from his lips as confession, by virtue of my offi- 
cial position as Confesdonarius, permitted me to take 
a deep view into his pure and lofty soul ; which in such 
earnest and holy hours opened, and spoke out unreser- 
vedly a state of mind and life's aim, which more than 
all else put together developed his veritable greatness. 

On these occasions he had nothing to mask or hide ; 
he put aside his earthly majesty and glory ; — they held 
him not back — ^they deceived him not — dazzled him 
not ; — he was purely man, and desired and struggled to 
become a very Christian. 

What he spake during hours of meditation, after the 
solemnity, in the private apartments of his palace in 
Berlin, and Potsdam, is not imperatively a secret ; on 
the contrary, I feel called on to impart the same to my 
countrymen, that they may more vividly and thankfully 
know what a King they have had in him, and how it 
has happened, that God in a signal maimer has blessed 
the royal house, and the whole country through him. 

Therefore dare I make public those communications 
without violating in the slightest degree the duty of 
discretion ; indeed, I hold it to be a sacred charge en- 
trusted to me ; and thank my God, as for one of the 
greatest benevolences of my life, that it has fallen 
to my lot to be able to do so. That which I have 
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preserved in detached memoranda, during the last long 
space of twelve years, I here present in a more conse- 
cutive form, and permit myself to say, that I give what 
I myself heard from the King'^s own lips — ^if not in his 
peculiar, concise, and original manner of expression—^ 
who could ? yet truly and fuHy, agreeing in contents 
and meaning ; and in aphorisms as he delivered them. 

" You must not suppose that I attend worship from 
mere habit, or that it is custom which occasions me to 
go to the Lord's Supper. Even were it mere habit, it 
were not to be repudiated, — ^for there are many good 
and praiseworthy habits : — ^it is to me no simple Church 
ceremony, but a matter of the highest importance — ^a 
concern of faith, heart, and life. 

^^ He who is a Christian, knowing himself to be so,-— 
to him it is duty, honour, and joy, to declare openly his 
belief in Christ, and to renew the same from time to 
time : that through such refreshings, the mind may be 
enliv^ied and strengthened. 

^^ Everything that is not nourished becomes weak and 
sickly. It is requisite, amidst the bustles of life, lured 
and repulsed in a thousand ways, pulled here, then 
there, distracted and weakened, that we get home to 
ourselves again. Are we once more ourselves, then re- 
quire we assistance from a something more exalted and 
better than ourselves. To be enamoured of seAf— to be 
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vftin of self— is a pitiful and worse than childish con- 
dition. 

" I know nothing that revives and exalts the weary 
soul so much, as a pious self-assembling, a re-collecting 
of something from all, — that is to say, a re-uniting of 
the dispersed, and dismembered, — ^that so, through the 
re-union, we become stronger : nothing lures more pow- 
erfully or more tenderly — nothing is more humiliating, 
at the same time more exalting — than the solemnity of 
the Holy Supper when the heart is in it : there is no 
institution in which the divine and human are so inti- 
mately blended — so one — as therein. 

" That there are strong minds who can do without it, 
— ^is what I can't understand ! — ^for just then, when I 
find myself inwardly best conditioned^ I more strongly 
feel the necessity of livelily uniting myself closer to the 
Everlasting and Most High; and can alone thereby 
find out the right source of safety. You recently held 
forth on ' When I am weak, then am I strong,' — verily 
you did so — in the very language of my soul. 

'^ And yet there are amongst my attendants, talented, 
intellectual^ and exemplary men, who think nothing of 
that holy matter — ^never so much as feel the want of it ; 
singular ! — they must in their organization be different 
from me. However, I appear not to remark it in them, 
that no one may feel constrained by me. In men who 
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otherwise have done the state brave service, such profane 
ways may be bearable — but profanation I endure not. 
Profanity in the female sex I abhor. Irreligious and 
godless women I cannot admire — for they are no longer 
women; — what will become of them! 

^^ But Ood be praised ! — Christianity^ and especially 
the Holy Supper, has in its divine tenderness found its 
best and general abode to be, in the kind heart of 
woman. It is, as if the female sex, in its childlike and 
feeling character, were more akin to Christianity than 
the male sex. Their greater faith-aptitude it is, which 
makes them so amiable and worthy of love. I know 
nothing more beautiful, than to behold a pious mother 
instructing her children in piety. Her merit is noise- 
less and tranquil, and peradventure of higher impoiir 
ance than man's best deeds on the tumultuous stage of 
the world. Does the most celebrated man believe in 
nothing loftier than himself, then is he meritless, and 
poor indeed. 

^^ As far as relates to myself, I cannot do without my 
Christianity; nay, I should be wretched if I knew not of 
it, and knowing, possessed it not. I do not compre- 
hend how we otherwise should come at certainty and 
confidence, exaltation and dignity, enlightenment, com- 
fort, and hope. All this comes more home to me, ap- 
pears of paramount importance, and grasps me faster. 
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when I prepare to go to the Lord's table, am before 
it, at it, and after partaking of the elements ; — ^then my 
sensations are peculiar and indescribable; — and I invari- 
ably feel that I would, if I could, retain such state of 
mind longer. 

^^ The most sorry and miserable view taken of Chris- 
tianity and its holy ordinances, is to assume that learned 
and well informed people only hold religion in respect 
because they consider it so far indispensable and good, 
as that through the superstition which it infuses into the 
middle, and more especially the lower classes, they may 
thereby be more easily held in rein and position ; but 
that the higher and highest rank are permitted to put 
aside such bugbear. If that is to be called enlighten- 
ment, then know I not what darkenment means ! — 
such light, is coup de soleil^ and maddens." 
. " Man, who is endowed with reason aiid conscience, 
and a heart full of fear and hope ; is incessantly, as it 
were by instinct, urged on to the invisible, and allured 
by a something unknown : remains he notwithstanding 
void of religion and £uth, then is his condition worse 
than the condition of the animals — and to end the sad 
matter, he quickly degenerates to the brute-estate. 

"Although I willingly occupy myself with Christianity, 
go regularly to church, and attend the Loird's Supper — 
and that purely and alone on my own account (and were 
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I a private ixuin I should do ao, more undividedly and 
undisturbedly) — ^oevertheless, I wish thereby to set to 
others a good and cheering example, not for mine, but 
for ike holy cause, and the people's sake. 

" I could wish to see all my subjects happy; but no 
human being can'^be tridy happy who is not good ; and 
to be good from heart and soul, the tranquillizing, rege- 
nerating power of religion is indispensable. There can 
be no doubt about it, when the question relates to the 
connection in which man stands in respect of God ; it is 
also true in respect of the connection between man and 
man ; but in this instance, if those powers which are im- 
planted in human nature by divine grace, do not awaken, 
ui^, and vivify him, his natural powers will soon flag 
and lose strength. 

''It is delusion to suppose that knowledge of the 
sciences and fine arts, is sufficient to make men good. 
To cultivate, to polish, to make agreeable, — O yes ! but 
to make the heart pure and upright, true and stedfast ! 
that must come from another quarter. 

'' Is religion not added, does it not in domestic and 
school instruction keep step for step witli science, — ^is it 
not made the leading power, then does another power 
take possession of mankind ; and that is the aboriginal 
power of self-love, which growiug apace, produces the 
poisonous fruit, Egotism. Egotism then rendem the 
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intellectual powers sophistical and pettifogging; and 
strange to say, it singles out the most sagacious and 
learned, as the readier victims ; it teaches them to play 
at bo-peep in a thousand ways; and the understand- 
ing so operated aa^ the individual loses chiyract^ and 
becomes crafty, sly, and deceitful. Everything bom 
of egotism deteriorates man ; that only which humbles 
him (Christianity), betters him. Culture of intellect, 
without moral ennoblement, poisons human society. It 
is like a bundle of figurantes, whose study is to cheat 
and deceive each other in the most courteous manner ; 
still worse, — ^for cultivated minds practise like them de- 
ceptions, — being mutually conscious of deceit. Man 
no longer trusts to man's word. All transactions must 
be settled by mortgage, deposit, and insurance. The 
precious Word, and our forefathers' honest hand giving 
' On Truth andFaiih^ has become a tale of other times. 
Where there is no longer faith, there is no longer truth. 
'^ I find myself, with reference to the loudly expressed 
desire of the spirit of the times for the education of 
the people, through improvement of the schools, in a 
disagreeable position; and I often feel inquietude on that 
score. Undoubtedly, instruction of the people is the 
basis on which must rest the people's weliSure. A neg* 
kcted, rude, ignorant people can eflTect nothing good, 
consequently can be no happy people. Therefore have I 
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in that respect slackened rein^ and given and granted as 
much as is justifiable/ and consistent with state-house- 
keeping. I hear with pleasure the praises bestowed on 
the advance of education in the Prussian States. A 
curious statistical parallel amused me the other day; 
according to it — as compared with other countries — the 
greatest number of children receive education in mine ; 
— on the other hand, there are said to be regions in 
Europe where there are no schools. 

*' Even where they are in the best and most flourish- 
ing condition, many doubts and scruples press o'er my 
mind. May one be allowed to ask in respect of instruc- 
tion of the people — ^has it limitations or not ? If it have 
no bounds, then must one not interfere, delay, or hem in, 
but let the matter go on, in whatsoever direction it will, 
and as far as it can. I am, however, not inclined to 
agree thereto unconditionally. But a more knotty point 
arises ; — Shaving decreed that there shall be limits — ^the 
question is, where are they to be fixed ? There has been 
so much written and sent for my perusal by the gentle- 
men pamphleteers on that subject, that I am almost 
become confused, and can hardly take a broad, and com- 
prehending view of it, in all its bearings. I talked much 
when in Konigsberg with Professor Zeller on the matter : 
afterwards Director Snethlage* proved of a different 

* Director of the great Joachimsthal Gymnasium in Berlin. 
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opinion, and his refutation of Pestalozzi verily staggered 
me. 

^' It is really confounding when gentlemen who have 
made a given subject their study do not agree, nay, dia- 
metrically oppose each other, — so that what the one 
recommends as beneficial, the other denounces as highly 
dangerous. Thus one becomes wearied and vexed, loses 
desire, and at length feels inclined to give up the matter 
altogether. But that won^t do ; the matter in itself is 
of too high importance. . 

''I have my own thoughts on the subject — ^at the 
same time know that I should not be able to carry them 
out. The deceased Bishop Sack * published a pamphlet 
containing similar ideas to my own, — he got unmierci- 
fully criticised, and obtained the now hacknied appella- 
tion of * Obscurator f yet was he a worthy, clear-headed 
man, and one wh9 meant well towards all mankind. 

" My opinion is this :— Every man, without exception, 
has in every grade, as man, a twofold calling : the one 
for heaven — everlasting! the other for earth — social! 
Considered as a reasonable and immortal being, there 
can be no bounds for his moral culture,— the career 
opened to him is without end, and without halt, — ^he must 
endeavour more arid more to improve, that is, to become 

* The former Court Chaplain in Potsdam. Bishop £ylert> the 
author of these characteristics, succeeded him. — Tr. 

G 
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more and more acceptable to his Maker, and more like 
to the Saviomr in purity of intention and deed. Man is 
never so good that he may not be better — ^therefore his 
strivings must m nowise relax* The greater his moral 
improvement is and grows, so mndi greater are his indi- 
vidual comforts and peace of mind — and his usefohieBB, 
and general worth as a member of society. 

^' The capability of human nature to acquire unlimited 
improvement, »s to me its loftiest point, and the deareat 
proof of its being from Ood ; and that drawn by Him, it 
will as anecessary result be united again to Him. In 
that respect, stagnation, which in our day has obtained 
the affiighting name of * sttqpefaction,^ is hateful to me ; 
4Uid aU that is called ^ advancemeit,' in reference to the 
former, is welcome to me, and has ever had my liveliest 
interest ; moreover it will receive, so long as I live and 
reign, my readiest support. I am of opimon that 
through and by means of schools and churches, there can 
never be too much done in that respect. Thereby to 
awaken, stir up, and advance the good cause, how, and 
whenever it can be brouj^t about, is highly meritorious. 
AU schoolmasters and clergymen, who have been ettao- 
tive in this ptoe sphere of action, have especially my 
good will, and I have distinguished them by rewards and 
honours, more abundantly than heretofore. 

'^AU is beautiful and good so far; but from the 
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other point of view, — ^that whieh involves their earthly 
ealling, — ^theron I am of a different opinion, and must 
oontradict. The earthly destination of man forms itself 
according to the condition in which he is bom, the con- 
nection in which he finds himself, the disposition and 
capabilities that Heaven has lent him, and the inclina- 
tion he feels to this or that occupation. For such 
calling, he must be awakened, taught, and formed, 90 
that he possess all the necessary knowledge and techni- 
cal dexterity requisite ; and (I have especially the mid- 
dle and lower classes in view) be it merchant, mannfac- 
turer or artisan, farmer, peasant, day-labourer or ser- 
vant (ea^ in his degree), should know that which it 
behoves him to know, so that his caUing become a 
pleasure, and he useful to others. 

•^' We neither do him nor society a benevolence, if we 
educate him beyond that which is consistent with his 
degree and calling; for we give him thereby useless 
infonnation, and awaken in him pretensions and wants 
which his position in life permits ,not to be satisfied. 
Man cannot learn everything, — ^thereto, are the objects 
worthy of knowledge too many, and life too short. Let 
eadb one learn fundamentally and well, that which for 
his calling it is necessary he should know. More is not 
requisite for the attainment of his object in life,- 
tioBb contrary, it would disturb and hinder. 

a2 
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*' It robs them of that peace, composedness and limi- 
tation, which all mechanical callings prensuppose and 
require, if they shall signally succeed. Acquirements 
beyond the boundary of rank and calling, make forward, 
presuming, and disputative: leading to the disastrous 
inclination of making ^comparisons,' and occasion, 
when awakened by feelings of equal human rights, un- 
just judgments, and dissatisfaction of mind. Instead of 
being comfortable within accustomed limits, they extend 
the circle of their wishes ; and their lives become un- 
steady and disturbed. They miss what they hare 
never had, and enjoy not what they have. There can 
be no order in the world without subordination ; is this 
reluctantly borne because they choose to fancy they are 
clever enough for something higher, — ^then will the band 
which binds those in authority with those who are 
subaltern, and holds together domestic and private life, 
become loosened; — ^all those who, by their mounting 
pretensions, unwillingly bow to necessity, feel their pre- 
sent duties to be pinching fetters. 

" Beyond all doubt, a dark spirit of disquiet and ex- 
citement, of pulling down and hunting up, has come o'er 
the present generation. One class will equal and outdo 
another, and all are inclined to pass their boundaries; 
thence comes this stinging, stimulating turmoil. 

" With the ever domineering, and crescentive desire 



OF FBBDBBICK WILLIAM lU. 85 

for sensual enjoyment^ and the thereout springing in- 
crease of poverty, there is a fermenting leaven, below ; 
whichy working to the surface, has already here 'and 
there shown an internal agitation, threateningly. I 
should not wish, by livmg long enough, to be an eye- 
witness of the explosion. 

'^ Is the feeling of equality and the rights of man 
awakened, — ^must not in like degree the power be 
awakened and organized which shall. make duty of equal 
sanctity with rights! — ^if the former takes place without 
the latter, what result can be expected I The greatest 
danger of our times may be looked for, from the simul- 
taneous advance of intelligence and pauperism. 

" The culture of intelligence in every direction, by 
means of public schools, is not to be repudiated ; but it 
must not be the highest — the ultimate aim. On apt- 
ness in calling, character, and conduct, will all eyentu^ 
ally hinge. 

"Frightful is the diabolic power which resides in 
human nature. What has not been undertaken, and 
what is not continually undertaken, to hinder its out- 
break, uid keep it within limits!. We have scaffolds^ 
jails, houses of correction, courts of justice and police,, 
arms and sentmels ; yet in every monthly report from 
the provinces of the monarchy, I am forced to read, to 
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mf great sorrow, tiiat the jaUs axe mozie and more 

^^ If I see not the fruit of national edueataon of the 
peojde, then can I place no confidence therein. But tiie 
error is not confined to the schools, it must be sought 
elsewhere. It is not true, at least not the whole latith, 
to say the fault lies in the rudeness and ignorance of the 
people; ^ teach and instruct them, awaken feelings of 
honour^ make mankittd happier — and they will neces* 
sarily become better!^ Oh no, the better-becomiii^ 
nnist come from another quarter. 

^^ Ey^i in the higher classes^ those we call educated^ — 
where boasted intelligence is in superabundance, — ^have 
I, personaHy, found the greater quantity of moral corrup- 
tion ; not in that grade, as such, but in many individuals 
belonging thereto, who prided themselves on their rank : 
clever, discreet, adroit, useful, agreeable people. I 
have selected them, placed them in office, attached 
them to my person, given them honours,* dignity and 
hU9tds, — yet even' they have acted towards me with in« 
gratitude, -neglect of duty, perfidy and malice. In good 
fortune they appeared as though they could, and would,, 
do^ everything, — but- in mirfortune ! which unmasked' 
them, they treacherously and disloyally left me. 

*^ Ambition and covetousness, when they seek to be 
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satisfied and are really appeased, appear all deyotum 
to the cause and sendee of Father^land; but in the . 
hour of need and danger, 'tis evident they only meant . 
to serve themselves. The sting ambUum is in egotism ; 
— ^is a sacrifice necessary — ^then is that sting, blunt ;•-« 
covetousness retires, when there is nothing more to ap^ 
propriate. 

^ Prudence is &r firom wfadom. Braggadodo is not 
courage. Fine words prove not character. Officioush 
ness is not attachment. ObsequM>usnea8 is not bve ; : 
aiid ofiBicial devemess is far from trustworthiness. The 
true, genuine, unvarnished virtue of mankind liesdeeper, ; 
and springs from quite another source ; which, not flow- 
ing within ourselves, all the kindness and fiivours of the 
hest of rulers cannot produce it. 

^ Teach me to know mankind (?) — I have had experi- 
ehoe enough of all descriptions* The truth of the wliole 
matter is this: — the heart of man is fallen firom God,, 
and if it returns not to Him with earnestness and up- 
rigfatness; aU we do is a mental dehsion — a life withoat. 
root or substanciB. Is he bom in Christendom, brov^t 
iqp and confirmed in Christendom — ^he can only find ac- 
cess to Ood throi^h faith in Christ. 

^^ Whosoever in Christendom, surrounded by its^ 
blessings, falls firom Christ in thought and feeling, has 
a hard task before him, to become again reconciled tor 
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God. He is in an evil position ; and nine times out of 
ten he becomes lukewarm, and mistakes the point of 
re-union. I am delighted to talk with Hufeland on such 
subjects ; had he lived in the days of Christ, I verily 
believe Christ would have chosen him for one of his 
disciples. 

"It is not to be gainsaid that Christianity incom- 
modes : are we willing to become what it will have us 
to be— then is it opposed to our natural desires. The 
conflict with temper is a difficult struggle. It is pos- 
sible, by piously watching over self, to hold it in rein, 
and violent and sinful outbursts be thereby avoided : but 
efibctually to drive back or entirely to repress impulses, 
therein very few succeed — ^for they ever and anon make 
their appearance again : has he plucked up one evil root, 
— in an unguarded moment another presents itself. Alas ! 
one has always abundantly to do with self: — 'tis well 
that with years one grows quieter and more composed. 

" The most grievous position is when man is in con- 
troversy with himself. The good and evil principles 
in his bosom are ever in conflict with each other. 

" One must be always on the watch, that evil prevail 
not, and that we remain strong in righteousness. It's a 
slow process — ^but we improve : well for us if, instead of 
falling bade, we keep advancing, however little ! there is 
no better or more blissful feeUng, than that of religious 
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growth ; other joys, compared to the consciousness of 
internal improvement, are as nothing, 

^' Alas ! such exalted state of mind remains not long. 
Before, at, and after the solemnity of the Holy Supper, 
we have good thoughts, — we take pious determinations 
and vows, with intent to keep them honestly and up- 
rightly — but we soon relax — ^and before we are aware, 
we have got into the old path again. It is the sad 
destiny of life to be continually disturbed and intruded 
on. I would fain be oftener and longer alone — but that 
is impossible. Our duties never cease, and every mom* 
ing the same routine, with variations, begins again. 
The delightful thoughts we have had, the pious feelings 
we have cherished, the good purposes we have enter- 
tained, are all carried away by the stream of earthly 
things ; and we find ourselves but where we were : not a 
hair's breadth further. This has often caused me sad- 
ness and vexation, and I have foimd solace solely in the 
conscientious performance of the duties of my position : 
even in the transitory nothingness of earthly circum* 
stance there is a doing of God's wiU. Would that one 
could get rid of tediously wordy, and useless communica- 
tions. Often am I myself miscomprehended, on most 
trivial things. 

^' I could almost envy the comfortable contentedness 
of mind I see in some persons : I am never so : the inore 
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eaxnestiy I ponder o'er tiie matter, and invefltigate sd^ 
the more discontented am I mSx myself. I know fixna. 
the Word of God what I should do, and I deBu*e to do 
it ; but I can never wholly succeed — ^I can never satisfy 
myselL Something unripe clings to all my endeavours 
— a defectiveness ; 'tis all below the Christian idea of. 
the matt^. Gbd has gracioudiy kept me from coarse 
sins; neverthelesslknowof no single transaction in my 
whole life that I can dare quote, in His holy presence^ 
as being pure in thought and deed, — free firom earthly 
Uemish. For that reason is the pnuse and conunen^ 
dation of mankind hateful to me. All hinges on, how 
we stand in respect of God; that is the only stan- 
dard. 

^^ The egotism and self-satisfaction of mankind often 
vex me ; oftra, too^ they have caused me to smile ; 
for they call to my mind the straddling tail-vain 
peacocks^ the strutting turkeys, and. tiie self-ena- 
moured apes of the Peacock Idand,''*'— -just like them ! ; 
—laughable folly ! miserable self*4elusion ! — ^whai is 
man ? Has he given himself his undoubtedly glorious.- 
and multipotent talents and fSEuniltiea ! No, he rec^ved > 

* A beautiful and favourite small island, in the Havel^ near to 
Potsdam, about four miles in circumference; on which the King 
has a ch&teau, aviaries, and domestic birds of all descriptions; — also 
a menagerie, and a celebrated garden, noted for its diversity of 
rosefti-^-TRw 
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them. The fiivourable ooimeetions through which, and 
drcmnstanees under which, he is able to use and apply 
them! No, they were sent. Is he lord of them!— 
they may be taken from him any moment* And yet 
is he vain and arrogant ! O stupidity ! — ^Men who lose 
their reason, and those who use it wioi^y, are greatly 
infected by a vain, unbounded ambition ; when that tips 
over, snap go the strings, and the fdobd idba. is es- 
tablished with all its discords. 

^'The egotist, having notiiing but self-love to sup- 
port him, is always weak of soul, and cowardly in 
danger; true, genuine courage, springs from humility. 
The gentlemen at Auerstadt ^ boasted and poltrom2ed« 
The gentlemen at Culm, and Ldipsig, and Belle Allitfncef 
were ardent, silent, and reflective. The former looked 
with self-<K>mplacency on themselves, — ^the latter with, 
humility towards God. Such is the distinction, and in 
it lies the result. 

^ When I hear a matter introduced as grand, and 
superlatively promising, — I directly lose confidence' 
therein ; therefore have I no great opinion of philosophy,, 
which arrogantly pret^ids to know all and every thing, 
alone^ and better than others. Obesity is not health. 

^' In humility alone resides true power and equipoise. 

^ The battle of, more generally known as the bkttle of JexU. 
i* Watfldoo.. 



92 THE BELIOIOUS LIFE AND OPINIONS 

Not to overrate ourselves — ^to undefrstand ourselves — to 
use the powers given us well and timely, and then to 
put confidence in God, — ^this presupposes and requires 
courage, and therefore the humble man is always the 
strongest and most courageous. 

^^For that reason I cannot join in the unqualified 
panegyrics of our times; their tendency is egotistic; 
now, no one duly honours the authorities, for every one 
will make himself an authority, — but that can't be : — 
thus is life entangled, and lamed. 

^^ Grod governs the whole. Every human being is an 
integral part, and his deeds fragmental. Every one 
an instrument ; — ^the best is always and only that man 
who is and dares feel himself an instrument in the 
hands of God. There are also instruments of the Devil ; 
— ^he is the Father of Lies, and untruth is the source of 
all sin. 

^^ On God's blessing all depends ; I hold to that truth 
firmly — I know it, and have experienced it. In the years 
1806, 7 and 8, a heavy curse was on us, — Bxti every 
thing miscarried. In the years 1813 and 14, God's 
blessing returned, and every thing succeeded. Even 
the errors then committed, the repulses we experienced, 
the misunderstandings that occurred, the confusions 
which arose, fell out, through a marvellous combina- 
tion of fortunate circumstances, to our advantage, — 
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and led to the most unexpected and favourable results ; 
— so much so, that we were surprised and astounded. 

^' The important victory at Culm — so beneficial in its 
consequences, — common report^ indeed historical works, 
have attributed to my insight and orders ; but the truth 
is quite otherwise. My ally the Emperor Alexander, 
and myself, had taken our stand on the day of the battle 
on the Castle Hill near Toplitz, whence we could survey 
the whole field of conflict. The balance fluctuated — 
indeed, was inclining towards the French — when at 
mid-day, at the very deciding moment, General v. Kleist 
appeared on the heights of Nollendorf with his corps, 
which insured us the victory. His arrival was by no 
means part of an arranged plan, but a fortunate circum- 
stance. For in reality General v. Kleist was in full 
flight from the unfortunate affitir near Dresden, followed 
by the French, and had constrainedly chosen the route 
through Bohemia for his retreat towards Silesia; — that 
it was which brought him to the right spot^ at the right 
moment, where help was needed. We knew nothing of 
him, neither did he know, anything of us, — ^nothing was 
agreed upon. That he did not make his appearance 
earlier, nor later, nor more to the left, nor more to the 
right, but at the eventful hour, in the right place for 
deciding the battle — was help and salvation from God. 
My thankfulness and joy were therefore more inwardly 
pure ; and I do not feel inclined to have such sensations 
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disturbed and qtoiled, by having attributed to me that 
which I had no part in; — ^to God be the honour and 
praise!* 

^^^rod's blessing on heart and c^ng is the best 
dower man can have ; so is it for a country and people* 
To obtain that, thereto must all our endeavours be 
directed. 

^' The disputes of theological gentlemen relative to 
prayer-answering, — ^whether such does, or does not, take 
place ! are to me vexatious, and have worked much harm. 
It k a matter of experience, as is all practical Chris- 
tianity ; we cannot tUnk ourselves into it ; no, we must 
Uve oursdves into it. To dedare, and fix beforehand, 
whether God wiU hear and answer my supplication, 
is perversion, I might say blasphemy. J>afe any man — 
be he the most penetrating — fix a boundary line, showing 
how £Eir the Divine influence extends, or where it stops 
in respect of human aflhirs ! 

^^ All rdigion and piety rest on the consciousness of 
a connection existing between man and God. The more 
we place confidence in Him, the moi^e we may obtain 
from His grace ; — ^it happens to man according to his 
&ith,— 4md he receives according to his receptibilitj. 

* Although this book treats not of political or military affidrs, tiie 
writer has felt it his duty to communicate this £Eict as it feU from 
the King's lips, belonging as it does to history and truth, and is a 
beautiful addition to the characteristics of the King, — again show- 
ing how truth and piety were all in all to him. 
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This reoeptibility is awakened and extended through 
prayer: — enfy the snpplicant shall leoeive, and the 
'sedcer find. 

*^ Eaqperienoe alone decides the matter; and those who 
Jbave acquired it, hdd it of Talne infinitdy beyond all 
the doubts and dbgections that can be raised agamet it. 
They may carry it noiseleBsly and thankMly in their 
hearts, and profime it not. As in Christianity, so also in 
Christian life, there are mysteries; tibere is an outer- 
court, a sanctuary, and the holy of holies. It depends on 
where we are stationed. One must not judge another, 
or presume to make his own ideas a dogma for others. 
Every one must know and feel whereon he himself is, 
and live on his own iiuth. 

** For the rest, the blessed words. Call on me in the 
time of need, and I will rescue thee, and thou shdt 
praise me ! will maintain their worth and their power. 
Experience in this matter is of more value than all 
theories. The subtilties and vanity of theory often block 
up the path of experience, particulariy in youth. I 
should not like to be gn]% of that. Holy things 
require a pious and delicate treatment. 

'^ We lay great stress on the literature ,of the teachers 
;in churdies and sd[iool»--we should lay equal stress on 
their pious conscientiousnees. The former without tiie 
latter is nothii^ worth. 
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^^ But how may it be remedied ! A thousand times 
have I given my opinion on the subject, both in writing 
and by word of mouth, and the correctness of my opinion 
has been admitted ; but there is no visible change and 
improvement. The fundamental error, ^ intelligence is 
paramount,** maintains the upper hand ; yet must church 
and school form mankind for life, and for practice. 

^' Of what use is boasted knowledge, if it does not 
make men better! Our ancestors knew less, and did 
more ; we know more, and do less. 

*' No doctrine is more serious and difficult than that 
of Sin, yet none is so lightly treated. One analyzes it 
theoretically, — ^and all discuss it, instead of bringing 
the subject home to conscience. One asks and answers 
the difficult question, as if it related to a logical or 
arithmetical idea, and not to a matter which may occa- 
sion horrors to mankind. We define lies, and at the 
same time inoculate vain children with them, by 
praising their hskYing cleverly answered a given ques- 
tion. Scientific instruction, has taken a direction 
which will decidedly awaken and foster that funda- 
mental sin, egotism. 

** Concord, in which the whole exists and flourishes, 
springs chiefly from conformity of sentiment — ^partly 
conformity of views. When has the divergency of idea 
been wider, or the capability greater, to hold forth 
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and criticise, than in our times I When I hear and read 
the controversies maintained by all classes of the people, 
I am astounded at their redundancy of words. I cannot, 
however, look on that as giving eminence or proving 
advancement ; for I have always remarked, that those 
who think most and deepest, speak the least. 

" A small fund of ideas is more quickly, put into cir- 
culation than a large fund. When I was young, things 
were very differently ordered: then, every one kept 
within the limits of a single science, namely, that whidi 
he had studied, and purposed to follow through life, — his 
judgment on what related thereto, was as a consequence 
received with respect ; — ^but by our universality of edu- 
cation, as appears by every instruction-prospectus, good 
intellects are made conversant with every department 
of knowledge, — ^so as to be able to prate on all subjects, 
— ^vainly desiring that their opinions should be of current 
value. Does this many-sidedness of instruction, which 
cannot as a consequence be fundamental, benefit Life 
or Science? 

" I have heard much in favour of Schulpforte,* — ^the 
officials there formed, are said to be, by comparison, 
the most fundamental and best educated. With 
spiritual food, it may be much the same as with bodily 

* One of the old Saxon Electoral Colleges, near Naunburg, now 
belonging to Prussia. — ^Tb. 

H 
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*food ^'— it is not the quttntity and direrBity, — ^but that 
which IB good, and what we enjoy and duly digest, that 
produces health and strength. Mankind, partially 
speaking, appear to be dreadfully cranuned, and many 
ms&r from paunchiness. Would that one were more 
rigid and cautious in respect of sinning ! Sin is the 
eyil out of which all other human eyils spring. It is 
frightful to~notice by how many proYOoatives, desire and 
inclination to sin are awakened. The paths are opened 
on all sides, instead of being barricaded. Could we see 
guilt, as it really is, every one would be shocked at its 
hideousness; — one is aware of it, and therefore is it 
decked out, painted, and obtains foreign and less repul- 
sive names, that its odiousness may ofiend as little as 
possible. 

'* Such is resistance of God — ^by trespassing on His 
laws, — ^therefore the most formidable sin that can occur ; 
—nevertheless the most universal. 

" All — ^without exception, — ^truly, the one more, the 
other less, — carry in their bosoms the festering wound, 
and with the sin, the inward contradiction. On account 
of this moral sickness of human nature, did a Savioiir 
and Redeemer appear, in the person of Jesus Christ, 
who can and will heal us, and free us from such disease. 
The doctrine of Sin, or rather the exposition of its 
destructive effects, is therefore the chief doctrine Of 
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Cfliristiamty ; for whidi reason it is also im Evai^gelittiii, 
Jk glad tidings aonoimciiig reeoveiy and deliYeranoe. Das- 
ease, bondage and fetters are to be taken away. The 
world is full of joy at the suppression of serfism ;** yet 
kow mueh more should it rejoice at the emancipation 
which Christiaiiity can and will give. To become 
liberated from sin^ from the lust and desire thereof $-r- 
ihat is the grand desideratum. 

^^ The strength and readiness to strive for holineps 
develop — and can only be developed — after the greatest 
exigency which presses on mankind is removed-r- 
namely, guilt and punishment; this lively conscious- 
ness of guilt is the inward worm that gnaws. Shall we 
have courage and gladness for the present and future i 
We must first be tranquillized as to our past life, — aad 
that in a clear and convincing manner. 

^* Therefore is the doctrine contained in the Holy 
Scriptures relative to the forgiveness of sins, the chief 
teaching of Christendom, and the vivifying principle of 
the great work of Redemption, in which the fulness of 
grace concentres. 

'' Forgiveness is reconciliation ; .a reconcilement with 
self, with God and mankind; sin, and a sinful state of 
mind, put us in contisadiction and struggle withoisr- 

* This more particularly refers to the annulment of bondage, or 
aeifism, in the PmsBianjSlateB, wh]di^«a8.deeMedia 1810.— -Ta. 

H 2 
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selves, God, and mankind; — ^this must be done away 
with, and humony re-established, before mankind at- 
twis to internal peace, and the power of virtue. 

^' The assurance, and the consciousness of forgiveness 
of sins, man cannot give himself. His reason, on the 
contrary, leads him to the necessary concatenation of 
cause and effect; his conscience condemns him for ten 
thousand sins, committed in thought, word, and deed ; 
and although physical nature manifests to him a bene- 
volent God — ^yet does moral nature present to him no 
other than an angered Deity. 

^^ For that reason, all nations, before the establishment 
of Christianity, felt anxiety on that score ; and the whole 
tendency of their divine service and ceremonies was to 
find out an acceptable mode of propitiating the Most 
High, thereby to obtain reconciliation and forgiveness of 
sins, the whole extent of which could only be known to 
an Omniscient. 

' *^ So soon as conscience is awake, and we earnestly set 
about improvement, the necessity of forgiveness of sins 
is first on the list; without which — peace, courage, 
strength, and hope cannot be obtained. 

^^ The glorious proclamation of total amnesty, and the 
world-liberating doctrine of general forgiveness of sins, 
are preached to the world by the reconciliation-death of 
Jesus Christ,— ^and fallen mankind is raised up again by 
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virtue of his cross. To many, all this is foolishness and 
a stumbling-block ; but to those who know what sins, 
and their forgiveness, have to do with conscience, it 
is divine power and wisdom. Therefore is the Holy 
Supper such an indescribable, solemn, and comforting 
matter. The Christian brings to the altar, confession of 
his sins — ^and receives the forgiveness. 

'^ O, what is not contained therein ! He who feels that 
he must die, and that such may happen at any moment— 
who believes in a judgment and an Eternity^ — can never 
know quiet as to the present and future until he feels 
conscious of being relieved of his past sin-score. 

'' Who. is to relieve him therefrom ? He himself has 
not the power; for he is the debtor bending beneath 
accumulated debts. 

^^ Sophisms, and the delights of sense, may for a time 
sOence the inward monitor,^ — but not for ever. He 
knows how to enforce his rights, and make himself felt, 
by means of anxious hours and sleepless nights. Old 
and long forgotten ulcers open afresh, and inward con- 
sciousness tells of penalties to come. Conscience never 
sleeps so soundly as not to awake at the approach of 
death. 

*^ It is in these, the soul's profoundest points, that 
Scriptural Christianity develops itself, in all its consoling 
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and hdping fulness. The doctrine of the reoonciliation*' 
death of« Jesus, and the theremth combined divine 
promise of forgiveness of sins, — iSll believers with the 
blessed feelings of acquittal, of salvation, and of Re^ 



^^ The greatest of all benevolences, — that of internal 
freedom, — ^fills the . sojil with innermost reciprocity of 
love, and the most heartfelt gratitude. Love and grati- 
tude are the whole morality of Christians, and love and 
gratitude make the most difficult duties easy. Love and 
gratitude are the fundamental powers of moral nature, 
and surpass every other motive, in purity, strength, and 
durability. 

*' Loye and gratitude place mankind in tl^ tender, and 
at the same time influential, position of child and falser, 
and engender childlike simplicity of sentiment. When 
this childlike mmplicity reigns, it leads to the blessed 
state of adoption ; then, one has nothing to fear from 
God's stem justice, — ^but everything to hope for from 
His fatherly love, — ^in time and eternity. 

'' The right of adoption spreads over the heart, life, 
and whole Christie existence, a serene quiet and an 
invigorating peace,— -every thing is in accordance* and 
harmony,-^the outward and inward attuned. The 
miserable patchwork— the wretched kbouring on single 
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virtfie»9 ends ; the huddled together fragments of nngle 
ideas and images disappear ; the starts and ebullitions o£ 
changing motives vanish, — and the still, deep power of 
gratitude and love makes the stream of life clear and 
peaceful, and we know of a safety haven, to which we 
have — ^right of entrance. 

*' Single good works, whereby many think to benefit 
their account with God, and even merit reward, are 
no longer available ; being of no more value than new 
patches on an old garment, making the blemish larger. 
Luther admirably says, 'Oood works do not make a 
good man, but a good man makes good works.' All 
depends on the feelings, — and one can arrive at union- 
with God, only through the childlike feelings of love and 
gratitude. 

^' In His presence nothing on our part can be meri- 
torious. The Christian is no servant, who does service 
and claims hire, — ^but a child in the Father's hous^ 
who can and will inherit. 

^' These childlike dispositions of mind, this simplicity 
of life, all that is good in and about man, are the natural 
result of love and gratitude, — but can only ^pear through 
the consciouffliess of Divine Orace ; therefore is rr the 
vivifying principle and cause of his acceptable condition 
— ^they the effect, — ^but in no respect vice versd, 

" So have I understood the.Bible; and ihsit is tibe puiiQ 
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substance and vivifyiDg spirit of our Evangelical Church.* 
From the time that all this was made clear and im- 
portant to mCy I have become more confident in my 
faith, my duties have proved easier, my peace serener^ 
and my power has gained more inward strength. 

^^I know of no other means by which it could be 
brought more home to mankind — made of more im- 
portance, and at the same time simpler to them. Yet 
have I remarked that the majority of clergymen fail to 
enforce sufficiently the main doctrinal points — the re- 
conciliation-death of Jesus, the forgiveness of sins, the 
power of gratitude and love, and the state of adoption : 
on the other hand, they occupy themselves with non- 
essentials. Nevertheless, all depends on the childlike 
feeling of mankind: has one obtained that, then will 
everything relative to religious life prove lighter;— but 
has he not attained to that state of simplicity, no code 
of morals will be of help to him. Morality alone, is a 
tree without healthy roots. 

/' 'Tis strange, but nevertheless true, that those 
weighty matters are often, more quickly seen and more 
fundamentally understood by pious and upright laymen, 
than by learned theologians who have studied deeply ; 

* The King in 1817 caused the union of the Lutheran and Cal- 
vinistic Churches throughout the monarchy, which now form the 
United Evangelical Church.— Ts. 
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and consequently ought to know better all that relates 
to such holy subjects. 

'^ There is no class of men more opinionated, and with 
which one has more difficulty, than with the theologians. 
In all transactions with them, bitterness and party-spirit 
never fail to show themselves : one has heard tell of theo- 
logical hate ; said to be the most deadly of hates. That 
Luther experienced it, is matter of no great surprise, 
for he was a vehement, spare-nobody man ; but there 
must be something more in it,— some deeper cause, — for 
Melanchthon, one of the most learned, meek and peace- 
loving of theologians, experienced it, — ^brought about by 
his own congregation; whereat he complains bitterly. 
Not without emotion did I read lately the fervent prayer 
which burst from that venerated reformer when on his 
death-bed, and fully conscious of the near approach of 
death, — he therein thanks his God, for that he will soon 
free him from the fury of theological hate. — Dreadful ! 
and that within the pale of a mild religion, whose highest 
principle is love. I am sometimes inclined to think that 
there exists a theology void of religion. What has a 
Christian community, requiring edification and comfort, 
to do with the controversies of quarrelsome theologians i 

'^I read somewhere this curious passage: ^Artists have 
always been the most hurtful to the arts, and the ser- 
vants of the Church the greatest enemies of the Church.' 
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^' The misfortune is, such things ase repeated, and so 
old stories become new. Touching the business of the 
CSiurch union, I read with much interest transactions 
relative thereto, in what took pUice in the reign of 
the Great Elector, Frederick William I. I was inclined 
to belieye, that we of the present d^ were further 
advanced, and better understood the pure qorit of 
Christianity, than they. But the same contradiction 
that my ancestors experienced, I am fated to hear two 
hundred years afterwards, with this difference, — ^that 
they were then ardently pondered o'^er and more funda- 
mental, whereas the now offered rubbish is without foun- 
dation and inward force, — a miserable prating. 

" I have had divers treatises sent me, maintaining 
that the formula* of the Holy Supper according to the 
newly-arranged Prayer-Book, favours the doctrine of the 
Cdvinistic Church more than the Lutheran, — and tiiere- 
fore the said Prayer Book is a hinderance to the Chureh 
union. There's not a word of truth in what they say ! 

^ I know well that the union depends much on ilmt 
point ; therefore, to do away with all creeds and sepSr 
rating party-spirit, and to blend both parties into one 
Evangelical Church, the Holy thing is brought back to 
its fundamental autiiority, — ^where one alone can come 
at the primitive typification. 

* See Appendix; 
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^' The Lutherans and Calvinists put not their futh in. 
Luther and Calvin, but in Jesus Christ, whom they both 
have preached, and who is the only Lord and Master 
of all Christian Churches, confessions, and individual 
Christians. It is neither Luther's nor Calvin's Holy Sup- 
per that is solemnized, but Jesus Christ's. Is it possible 
to solemnize the same in a purer and better, — a truer 
suid a moie awakening manner, — than when one ex- 
clusively takes the words — the only words — ^used by our 
Lord himself, — void of all human additions! Does this 
take place, then is neither the Lutheran nor the Calvin- 
istic dogma violated. This has taken place, — ^and one had 
a right to hope that the unfortunate wall of separation 
would be thereby removed. But there are strange and 
astounding theologians, who would be more Christianly 
than Christ himself. The veritaMe foundation of their 
opposition, however, is this, — ^governed by old prejudices, 
bound to accustomed words sanctioned by the Church, 
and led by earUer impressions and sentiments, they can 
only think of the Holy matter in the inherited manner, 
and fancy and fear that they will lose the essence if they 
surrender the darling Old Form. 

^^ In plain, well-intentioned folks, such conduct may 
be explained and excused, — ^moreover they should be 
treated with delicate indulgence on all occasions. But 
Doctors of the Holy Scriptures, theologians, and pastors 
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of parishes, ought to know the vivifying, pure spirit of 
Christianity better ; and if they, obscured by the dead 
letters of the Confession, damp this spirit, and would 
separate the union and unity that Christ and His 
Apostles evidently intended, by hindering, disturbing, 
and originating discontent, — ^then do they heap on them- 
selves grievous and heavy sins. 

^^ It doth appear to me that limitation of the Spirit of 
Christ to arbitrary human forms, and fettering to such 
forms this delicate, and at the same time potent matter 
is truly affrighting ; I see therein a violation and usur- 
pation, which may be difficult to vindicate, and such as 
the conscientious lover of truth would not be guilty of. 

"Especially — ^the most delicate points are thereby 
wounded— the most glorious and precious thing that 
the Lord had in view, and what He desired to give them, 
is hindered, and denied to those who would come to 
Him. The all-encompassing sublimity of Christianity is 
shrivelled, and withers under the pressure of human 
formularies. 

" I cannot enough marvel at the deep wisdom and ex- 
tensive benignity of the Redeemer, in respect of the Holy 
Supper, as displayed in the maimer and form of its ordi- 
nation, and the words which fell from His lips on the 
occasion. Like all His sayings, — so does this include 
within it the qualities of clearness and depth. 
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^' Qearaessy tbat every one, even the Bimplest, may 
comprehend ; and profomidness beyond the fathoming of 
the most penetrating thinker. Combining these two 
qualities, the words of the Holy Ordinances suit every 
degree of education and faith of th^ community, and 
give to every one from this abundance, what according 
to his aptness he can compass, and what according 
to his capacity he is capable of receiving and con- 
taining. 

'^ The simple but honest peace-of-soul seeking Chris- 
tian, the plain citizen, and the countryman, in their 
taking of the elements, show forth the death of the Lord 
with the same gratitude as a Newton, a Leibnitz, and a 
Haller; and they, as well as these, feel themselves 
raised up, strengthened and advanced, — each according 
to his capability of comprehending. 

^^ All, of whatever rank they may be, join in, and par- 
take of the same elements ; but every one receives dif- 
ferently, each according to that which is in him. 

^' Marvellously doth the Holy solemnity suit itself to 
every individuality ; it encompasseth, taketh hold of, 
bendeth, and exalteth every one in his peculiarity; 
each one otherwise, and yet all through a one grand 
animating power, are collected and united, notwith- 
standing diiferences of rank and mind, — in the Great 
One who di^d for all, and of whom all are in need. 
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" Fruits common and rare, fostered by the l%ht and 
Tvaimth of One Son, are a^vakened, enlirened and 
ripened, each aeeording to its species and quality ; yet 
all proceed from, develop and grow, through the kflu- 
ence of a wonderful and divine power. 

^* This 'has been the plan of the Creator, as well of 
ihe natural, as of the spiritual world : in and through 
the Cross He has establidied sublimest unity in richest 
manifoldness, — spreading the same beautifully, and 
gloriously, through thousand tongues, and languages, — 
from the rising to the setting sun ; — ^this and this alone 
is the profound, yet clear hieroglyph presented to us in 
the Holy Sacrament ; — ^the sun as it were of the spi- 
ritual heaven. 

^^ What have the theologians not made of it I And 
what are they not continually making of it ? The clear 
and profound words of the Lord, they compress into forms 
of miserable dead letter, and as it were lace the powerful 
word of God, within constraining formularies of secta- 
rian creeds. 

" What the Lord would unite and bring together as 
one flock under one shepherd, the theologians tear asim- 
der ; sowing discord amongst the community, by tacking 
to their fabricated formularies blessing and curse, aad 
occasioning the Holy banquet of Love to become a ban- 
quet of dispute and severance. — Frightful ! 
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^^ Conscious of the pureness of my motiTey and eertaan 
that the begun union of the Churches, in the manner I 
have pointed out, is a good and well-pleasing task in the 
sight of God, and suited to the spirit of Christianity, 
I feel sad and vexed at the renewed opposition mani- 
fested on the part of the so-called Old Lutherans, and 
which continues, instigated by uglyiinsinuations. But I 
will not let drop the good and holy matter — I have'it 
too much at heart. Besides, it has already taken root, 
and is, although slowly, progressing. I hope to God it 
will continue more and more to thrive, even though - 1 
live not to see it flourish. But with respect to* the 
theologians, the matter stands worse than I anticipated ; 
and I must often damp my indignation by the divine 
supplication, Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do. 

'^ But it is part of the blessed working of the vouch- 
safed solemnity of the Holy Supper, that it, by its 
mysterious powers, exalts above all rrfraotoriness, aad 
obstinacy that here opposes and would oppress and limit, 
-^transplanting to a realm of light and peace, where 
all is different and better. In this Holy solemnity one 
.finds oneself on the boundary of two worlds, and ononis 
inwardly quickened at the thought that life's paih 
leads through trials and troubles to an Eternal Home, 
wheie that will be made dear, which has been dark jfco 
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US here! But the darkness affrights not those who 
are on the side of Him who is the Light of the World, 
&c. &c." 



I find by my Diary, that I could extend such Royal 
Confessions of the last twelve years ; but enough is here 
communicated, to show on what foundation King Fre- 
derick William III. stood as a Christian, and in what 
sphere he breathed and lived. 

Throughout we see that the holy matter was a sacred 
subject of highest earnestness with him. With that re- 
q>ectful Grod-fearing awe peculiar to himself, he looked 
up to it and treated it as a holy thing. If it was his 
practice to despatch all worldly business that came be- 
fore him with clearness and promptitude on the spot| 
and without long consideration, — in his treatment of 
matters relative to religion he was anything but rash. 

Before he began to speak, a pause ensued, and one 
could observe that he collected himself, and re-thought 
and arranged what he purposed to say. The movement 
of his body responded to the movement of his mind. 
He extended himself in his chair, the muscles of his 
face vibrated, his features became milder, his countenance 
was more lively, and his usuid temperament, almost bor- 
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dering on coldness, went over to a placid yet increasing 
energy. By it animated, his aphoristic and fragmental 
manner of speaking was dropt, and so soon as the subject 
gained in interest, the same became a clear, deep stream 
— a stream however, which never flowed between flowery 
banks, — ^but truly through fruitful meads. Nothing in, 
or about him, was imaginary — ^all practical. 

The truth and reality of his religiousness consisted 
therein, — ^that it broke not into isolated ideas and feelings, 
which, showing themselves for a moment, pass over — 
coming and going, as though they were only required 
for a fixed occasion, after which they could be put aside, 
until new circumstances demanded them again; no, it 
was to him an affair of the understanding, of the heart, 
and of life — an affair of the first and highest import- 
ance. It was the point from which he set out, the point 
to which he would go, — and inasmuch as he had a perfec- 
tion in all things, so had he for all things a surest founda^ 
tion. He treated religious matters, not as state affidrs— 
which, conferred on, resolved on, and despatched, are no 
more disturbed, unless a new case occurs bearing thereon 
— no ; for with him the fear of God was the one great 
condition, under which all that is good, of whatever 
name, can alone thrive ; therefore was it the soul of his 
private as of his public life. As he will live in history, 
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SO can he be signalized by no more suitable, coi^plete, 
and true term, ihan, Frederick William III« the Pious. 
During the last 25 years of lus reign, he ecmducted, 
absolutely, the affidrs of the Chureh; for all that has 
oceurred wiih respect thereto, was pondered o'er, ax^ 
ranged and ordered by him, himsdf. The matter cf 
the Liturgy, Ciommon Prayer, and Union, -waA wholijr 
his work,— so that one may say with certainty,— with- 
out his immediate, continual, and impulse-^^ng eaor 
duct, it could never have been accomplished, in hoe of 
so mudi inimical opposition. His personal investigation 
of the whole matter had been so dedsive, and satisfac^ 
tory to his mind, and his predilection for the work in 
hand so greats that he even became jealous of any one 
sharing in the honour of putting the important under- 
taking into activity; — and it is notorious, that he ap- 
pointed, ordered, and introduced this affidr into his parish 
church, — the Court-ond-Garrison Church in Potsdam, — 
without previously informing, or mentioning a word there- 
of, to.the then Minister of Spiritual A^yrs. Minister, v. 
Altenstein^ could hardly master the influx of business that 
fell to his department,— -and considering his excessive 
caution and anxiety, his post proved one of great difficulty. 
The How was in this matter as embarrassing as the What 
was important. For the views and persuasions of Ohris- 
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tumity, which the King had fostered and would mahe 
vtilid, were the simple and grandiose of the olden times,-*- 
but those ideas and forms did not ML in with the present 
state of things. 

He had nourished his soul from tiie Holy Scriptures. 
Thdr vivifying, regenerating, and comforting power, he 
Imew from his own experience, — and that was of more 
value to him than any system of theories. 

His soul bent before the positive divine character of 
Christianity ; its wonders and mysteries filled him with 
deepest veneration; for he saw in them, great and 
exalted analogies with nature's outspread book. With 
the same glance wherewith he scanned that, he contem- 
plated the Divine Revelation ; and its holy authority was 
his rule and standard. 

The Sacred History, — ^which gave to the world a new 
and spiritual life, — and which, as an immense £Ekct, has, 
together with the wonders of its renewing power, stood 
for 1800 years firm as a rock, daily regenerating every 
believing mind, — ^was to him a fact ; and the attempt to 
refer this Holy History to the region of Fable, was highly 
offensive to him, — ^yet be believed such desire to be but a 
passing-over mental obscuration, which would soon dear 
up, before the light of Him, '' who was, and is, and is to 
oome!^' 

The ideal of the Christian Church he carried with 
i2 
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him, — ^and considered the bringing back the Evangelical 
Church of his country to the fin^ faith-principles which 
gave it life, and thereby to its early apostolical simplicity 
and dignity ; as the loftiest problem of his life. 

At this time, when the King's character had so 
decidedly developed itself — ^surrounded by national pros- 
perity and domestic comfort, having reached the pinnacle 
of fame, and become honoured by all Europe — he thought 
on death ! — and wrote, on the 1st of December, 1827, his 
last Will and Testament. He was then 57 years of age, 
powerful and healthy. 

And what a Testament ! — ^it is the direct expression of 
his soul, such as only a Christian father of a family could 
write, and such as very few kings have written. It is 
the familiar outflowing of a heart that bids " farewell ! " 
leaving behind words of peace and benediction; — of a 
heart reconciled to God, to itself^ and the whole world; 
calmly looking forward to the last decisive hour ! — therein 
is nothing sought, strained, :or. adorned. All, from the 
first word to the last, breathes of simplicity, truth, and 
faithfulness. Of that which he purposed, originated, 
and accomplished, there is no mention ; — his praise and 
thankfulness were alone for God's grace and help, — ^and 
no other and higher wish did he cherish, than that '^ God 
might be unto him a merciful and gracious Judge." 
'Tis evident that that precious document was intended by 
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the August Testator, solely for the eyes of the members 
of his family. He^ a friend to publicity in general, loved 
it not in relation to himself — even the outward splen- 
dour of royalty was far from being his personal desire : 
internal worth was his costliest ornament — and humility 
his garment. 

Therefore is our joy greater^ and our thankfulness 
more justly due to the now Reigning Monarch, for that, 
oh his coming to the throne, he presented to the nation 
this Testament as a precious inheritance, — ^and like 
a stream of blessings it has flowed, and still flows, 
through the nation, edifying every inhabitant, whether 
of palace or hut, — ^knitting, if possible, more strongly 
all hearts to his August Successor, and the royal house. 
The following indulgent rescript was addressed to the 
ministers of state by his present Majesty. 

^' I order the publication of two precious documents, 
which by the desire of my, now reposing in God, father 
and master, were put into my hands on the day of his 
death, — the one commencing with, 

"* My Last Will;' 
the other with the words, 

« « On Thee, my beloved Fritz,'— 
both written by his own hand, and dated December Isfc, 
1827. The heroic King of our important period^ is de- • 
parted and gone to his rest, by the side of the fervently 
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lamented, and never to be forgotten Queen.* I beseech 
Almighty God, the Rtder of all hearts, that he permit, the 
love of the people, which sustained Frederick William 
in. in the homr of danger, dieered him in old age, and 
sweet^Eied the bitterness of death, to pass to me his 
son and successor, — ^who with God^s help is determined 
to tread in the steps of his father. My People ! beseech 
with me for the preservation of that rich blessing of 
peace — the precious jewel which he by the sweat of his 
brow gained for us, and fostered with fatherly hand: this 
know I, — should that jewel ever be endangered — ^which 
Otei forbid — ^then will my people rise as one man at my 
d^ as did^his people when he called. 

" So loyal a people is worthy and fitted to receive 
royal communications, such as follow ; and will feel that 
I can signalize the commencement of my reign by no 
worthier act, than making them public. 
Sans-Souci, 17th June, 1840. 

(Signed) " Prbdeeick William." 

" My Last Will. 
'" My time with trouble, my hope in God ! 

* He was buried at Charlottenburg, in the Mausoleum built by 
him for the remaiiur of his dearly beloved consort, the beautifdl, 
good, and lamented Queen Louisa, — where is her whole length 
•effigy — ^recumbent and sleeping ; — ^the inimitable work of Ranch, 
marveildas for its likeness in form and face. — Tr. 
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^ On thj Messing Lord, all depends; also, naw^ in 
tins matter. 

*^ When this my last Will shall meet yonr eyes, my 
dearly beloved children, my dear Augusta, and the rest 
of my loving relatives, — I am no more one of yon, bnt 
belong to the departed. May you then, at sight of the 
well known inscription, ^Rembmbbb the Dbpabted,^*" 
think of me with loving-kindness. 

^' May God be to me a merciful and gracious Judge, 
and receive my spirit, which I commit unto His hands. 
Yes, Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit ! 

^^In another world, Thou wilt unite us again ; mayest 
Thou find us worthy through Thy grace, for the sake of 
Christ, Thy beloved Son, our Saviour. Amen. 

•* Heavy and severe trials have I undergone according 
to the righteous will of God, — aa well in my private 
and personal circumstances, (particularly seventeen years 
ago, when I was deprived of my dearest and best 
Beloved,) as by the events which so direfiiUy struck 
down my much loved country. On the oth^ hand, God 
has — eternal thanks be unto His name tor it ! — ^permitted 
me to witness glorious, joyful, and con^rtmg circum- 
stances. Under the first I reckon the victoriously ended 
struggles of the years 1813, 1814,' and 1815^, \^ch our 
eountry may thank for its restoration. Under the 
last, the joyful and ccmsoKng, I peculiarly reckon the 
* The superscription over the door of the Hattsoleam. 
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hearty love, attachment, and well conditioned minds and 
conduct of my children ; so also the signal and unex- 
pected providence of God, which gave to me in my fifth 
decennium a consort, whom I feel in duty bound thus 
publicly to mention as a pattern of constancy, and deli- 
cate attachment. 

'^ My true, cordial, and last thanks, to all who with 
love, faithfulness, and personal attachment have been 
devoted to me. 

" I forgive my enemies, — also those, who by mali- 
cious speeches^ writings, or premeditated misrepresent- 
ations, have striven (but thanks to God, seldom with 
success) to rob me of the confidence of my people — my 
greatest treasure ! 

(Signed) " Fbedebick William. 

" Berlin, let Dec. 1827." 

" On thee, my beloved Fritz, devolves the burthen of 
business incidental to governing, and with it the whole 
weight of its responsibility. Through the position in 
which I placed thee, in anticipation of this event, thou 
art more prepared for thy duties than many other Heirs- 
apparent. 

'' It is now, with thee, to fulfil my just hopes, and the 
expectations of the country, — at least to strive to do so. 
Thy principles and sentiments are to me pledges, that 
thou wilt prove a father to thy subjects. 
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" Beware, however, of the so generally spreading desire 
for change. Beware of impracticable theories, which 
are flying about in every direction. Heed thee also for a 
too long pugnacious preference for that which is esta- 
blished, and which may prove almost as pernicious as the 
other, — for only then, if thou understandest to avoid 
both these rocks, do useful improvements take place. 

^^ The army is now in a remarkably healthful con- 
dition ; — since its re-organization it has fulfilled my ex- 
pectations, — as in war, so also in peace ; — may it never 
lose sight of its high destination ; and may the country 
likewise never forget what it owes to it. 

" Neglect not to further to the utmost of thy ability, 
union amongst the European powers ; but above all, may 
Prussia, Russia, and Austria never separate ; — their union 
may be considered as the keystone of the great Euro- 
pean Alliance. 

^^ All my dearly beloved children, justify me in the ex- 
pectation, that their continual strivings will be directed 
towards, and be distinguished by, — ^a useful, active, pure, 
moral and religious course of life ; for only such^ brings 
a blessing ; — in my last hour that thought will be my 
consolation. 

" May God preserve and protect my dear country : 
may God preserve and protect our house, now and for 
evermore. 



122 THE RELIGI0X7S LIFE AKD OPINKMTS, &C. 

^ May He bless thee, my dear son, and thy role ; 
may He vouchsafe thee thereto strei^h and wisdom,-— 
and ^ve thee conscientious and attached cooncillors and 
servants, and dutiful subjects. Amen. 

(Signed) ** Fbedbrigk Whjjam. 

"Berlin, l«t Dec. 1827." 

In this Testament, nothing is ovedodDed, noUmig 
forgotten. One sees in him, the plain man, the tender 
husband, the happy father, the heedful ruler, the decided 
Christian ; and all with simplicity, plainness, and hum»* 
lity. One sees in him the man indiDm God throu^ 
crosses and suflbrings wonderfully and gloriously led to 
the height of earthly greatness— on which he stands 
^iveloped in inward and outward glory, gazed on and 
honoured by all the world. But he takes nothing to 
himself, attributing every thing to the grace of God. 

The Testament was vmtten by himsdf ; but what in 
silence he brought in order and settled with Gtxl, is in 
the archive of his own breast. The precious bequeathe 
ment was carefully folded up and placed in his desk — but 
so, that after his death it coidd readily be found. Thus 
prepared, God granted him to live full twelve years longer, 
amidst the Messings of peace and secured prosperity. 

The King departed this life the l4th of June, 1840. 
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Ths Translator presnxnes tHat the frequent mention of the 
Lord's Sapper in the foregoing selections^ may make that cere- 
mony, as now practised in the United Evangelical Church by ap- 
pointment of his late Majesty, of interest to the English reader;—- 
he therefore gives the following version of the Communion Service, 
from the authorized Agende, or Common Prayer Book : — 

** (When there is no Communion, the Divine Service ends toith the 
final hymn that follows the Blessings but if Communion, — then the 
Clergyman appointed to the administration of the hordes Supper 
again steps in front of the altar during the singing, and says :)— 

Beloved in the Lord! Inasmuch as we are willing to hold 
the Commemoration Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 
strengthening and confirming of our faith, as ordained by Him ; — 
therefore let every one examine himself, as admonished by the 
Apostle Paul ; for this Holy Sacrament is given the afflicted in con- 
science, the God-fearing, and salvation-seeking, to their strengthen- 
ing and comfort, — ^if at the same time they take earnest determina- 
tion to amend themselves, to eschew sins, and to lead an upright life. 
In that we must acknowledge ourselves sinful and guilty, and un- 
able to help ourselves, — ^therefore has Christ, the Son of God, our 
beloved Lord, had mercy upon us, and is for our sin's-sake become 
man, that for us he might fulfil the law and will of God — taking 
and enduring, for our redemption, the death, and all that we are 
liable to on account of our sins. To confirm the same he hath ap- 
pointed his Holy Supper, that every one who eateth of this bread 
and dcinketh from this cup, may believe in the words then spoken 
by Jesus Christ ; that he in the Lord Christ, and Christ in hiiD» 
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remain and live everlastingly. Thereby we are to remember him» 
and proclaim his death, namely, that he died for our sins, and is 
raised again for our justification. Thankful for this unspeakable 
mercy, let each one of us take up his cross and follow him ; and, 
according to his commands, love one another, even as he hath 
loved us ; for we are all of one body, inasmuch as we all partake of 
the same bread and drink out of the same cup. But those who are 
unworthy, t. e,, such as with impenitent hearts, being void of faith 
in the promises of God, and without reconciliatory spirit and deter- 
mination to amend, eat of this bread and drink out of this cup ; — 
make themselves guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, and 
reap the damnation,* from which may God in his mercy preserve 
us alLf 

The Clergyman. — Kneel and hear the words of consecration : 
(The CUrgynum now turns to the altar, and reads the words qf conse- 
cration. The congregation listen to the same kneeling, and do not rise 
until the blessing is pronounced,) Our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
night—- the same in which he was betrayed — took the bread, and 
gave thanks, and brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying. 
Take, eat : this is my body, which is given for you ; — this do in 
remembrance of me. Likewise after supper he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and said : This cup is the New Testament in my blood, 
which is shed for you and for the many, for the remission of 
sins ; — this do, as often as ye drink, in remembrance of me. 

{Hereupon the Clergyman turns again towards the congregation, 
and says,) — The peace of the Lord be with you all. J Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Lord ! Thou who by thy death hast given life to the world. 



* Or, himself eateth and drinketh the judgment, 

t Instead of this address, that on page 100 may be substituted. 
Also, the clergyman is at liberty to use the Lord's Prayer before or after 
the consecration. 

X The choir may answer : — And with thy spirit. (Implying a red- 
proeal wish.) 
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deliver us from all our sins, and from all evil ; vouclisafe us the 
strength of will to remain ever faithful to thy commandments ; 
permit not that we separate from Thee« who reignest with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost everlastingly. Amen.* 

The Choir. — ^Amen. Amen. Amen. (As above.) 

O Lamb of God^ which beareth the sin of the world. 

Deliver us> good Lord God. 

O Lamb of God, which beareth the sin of the world. 

Hear us, good Lord God. 

O Lamb of God, which beareth the sin of the world. 

Vouchsafe us thy peace and blessing. 

{During the singing of the choir, the distribution of the Holy 
Elements commences. It is accompanied by other appropriate sacred 
hymns, sung by the congregation until the end of the Communion^ 

The Clergyman. {At the distribution of the bread,)— Take and 
eat, says our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This is my body, 
which is given for you ; — this do in remembrance of me. {At the 
administration of the cup,) — ^Take and drink all of ye thereout, says 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; this cup is the New Testa- 
ment in my blood, which is shed for you; — this do in remembrance 
of me. 

(After the Communion the Clergyman says) — Let us pray. 

Almighty, and Everlasting God ! we return Thee our fervent 
thanks for the unspeakable mercy, that by our taking thy Holy 
Supper we have been made partakers thereof ; we humbly beseech 
of Tbee that Thou wouldst give us with equal certainty the working 
of thy Holy Spirit, as we have just now received thy Holy Sacra- 
ment : in order that we may embrace with faith and ever keep thy 
divine mercy, remission of sins, union with Christ, and everlasting 
life, as promised to all of us in the same. 

We furthermore thank Thee, Lord Omnipotent ! that Thou hast 
quickened us by thy divine mercy ; and we beseech Thee that thy 

* This prayer, in its earlier form, is found In 2nd part, page 113, and 
may be used in that form. 
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tender mercy may lead us by it to a vigorous faith in Thee, to 
brotherly love towards all mankind, and to a lively growUi in godU 
liness and aU CSinstian virtues, tbroogh our Lord Jeens C^uis^ 
who, together with Thee and the Holy 6ho8t» rdgneth ever« 
lastingly. 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee.* 

The Lord make his face to shine upon thee, and be giadous 
unto thee. 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give Ihee 
peace. Amen. 

Thb Choir. — Amen. Amen. Amen. (7%e Comminieants 

(find of ihe.Cemmony.) 



* In Silesia,— the so called Old Lutherans who opposed the Union, 
protested against the use of the plural pronotm,— nererthelessy the 
Clergyman is pennitted to use in this place Thee or Yon, as he may 
think proper.— -Tb. 



William Sterens, Printer, Bell Yard, Temple Bar. 
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REMARKS. 

Extract from Hi» BseeUtncp the Prussian Anibanador^a Letter 
to the Translator, 

'< It gires me the utmost satisfaction to have to convey to you His 
Majesty's thanks for the copy of your translation of both parts 
of Goethe's Faust, dedicated and presented to the King. 

" His Miyesty rejoices in seeing your noble and indefatigable efforts 
crowned with such eminent success, and cannot help thinking that your 
translation, carried through with so perfect a knowledge of the lang^nage 
and the subject, will contribute more than any other, to make that Mas- 
terpiece of our national poetry more generally known, and more fuUy 
understood. 

" His Majesty wishes to express the high yalue he puts on your Work 
dedicated to Him, in presenting to 3rou, through me, the Great Goldbk- 
Medal of Homage, bearing the King's portrait, which I hare the 
honour to inclose, &c. &c." .... 

From the Literary Gazette, 

'* For our own parts, we confess that Mr. Birch's preface and transla- 
tion make us better pleased with Faust than we ever were before. We 
think that he has seized upon the spirit of the original with great success, 
and that he has understood the intentions and plan of Goethe in maiiy 
points where they were an object of dispute eren among Germans. . • . 

" We consider Mr. Birch's translation exceedingly well done. He 
evidently understands his original far better than any other translator. 
He has transferred into our language the form of yerse, and the peculiar 
spirit of the original, with great success ; and he has brought it still more 
within the comprehension of the English reader by the addition of a 
large body of learned and useful Notes. We esteem it altogetluar a 
valuable addition to our literature." 

CHAPMAN AND HALL, STRAND. 
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CRITICISMS ON THE WORK. 

'' A gentleman, of wliat nation or whence descended we know not, re- 
joicing in the psalmodical name of Job Crithannah, has resorted to the 
antique fields of fable to reap a harvest of fame. He has associated 
himself with an ingenious artist ; and together they roam the plains 
of the animal and the moral world. We have been told that this octavo 
has cost a large sum ; we can readily believe it, and that, moreover, the 
author has been stimulated in his undertaking by excellent intentions. 
Persons having the care of the education of young people will do well to 
examine the work ; it will suit their purposes." — Spectator. 

" ' But among the volumes of this description which have 

appeared, the one chiefly deserving of notice is that entitled ' Fifty-One 
Original Fables.' Some of them display great ingenuity and cleverness, 
others much quaint humour, and the moral tendency of them all is per- 
fectly unobjectionable. 

'' The volume is extremely well ' got up,' the illustrations are alwajrs 
apposite, and the printing of it is executed in a very superior manner." 
—The Times. 

« — ^The author is a modem ^sop : his stories bear a genuine stamp ; 
they are simple, yet powerful, and will afford lessons to children of a 
larger growth, as well as those for whom they were more particularly 
written." — Sunday Times. 

** The name of Job Crithannah is affixed to the preface of this volume, 
and it is but justice to him to say that, as far as our observation extends, 
his fables are among the best that have appeared in modern times. They 
are related in correct and elegant language, and the ' moral ' is generally 
useful and important. We think the volume entitled to more .than 
ordinary commendation, as containing n^any valuable practical lessons, 
inculcated in an interesting and effective manner. The engravings (tre 
very numerous, and for beauty and spirit exceed any praise we can 
bestow." — Wesley AN Methodist Magazine. 

" — — These principles are undoubtedly good, confirmed by universal 
experience ; and the moralist who studies to inculcate virtue by these 
humble but powerful means, is entitled to the gratitude of mankind. 
The author of the work before us is specially entitled to this distinction, 
— having spared neither labour nor expense, to make his work and the 
moral which it inculcates, attractive. The printing and the embellishments 
are excellent." — Catholic Maoazinb. 

** Our young friends will one and all be right glad to possess this highly 
interesting volume, abounding in lessons of deep and powerful moral in- 
terest, and which is illustrated by works of art, executed in Cruikshank's 
best and most humorous way." — Evangelical Magazine. 

G. BELL, UNIVERSITY BOOKSELLER, FLEET STREET. 
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